[29 November, 1928.]

Hon A, 4. H. Baw: Apparently the coun-
try members do not want the Bill.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It would
lovk like that. It will relieve the fzaneial
problems of the Government if the Bill is
not passed.  We do not want to force it
o the agvienktural community.  Only last
week 1 ware alarming ficures as to the
ameunt spent on agricultural water sup-
plies, and I then explained that requesis
for more were still coming in. Judged from
previous experience, if the amendment be
iu~izsted upon and passed, a water area will
he constituted and then there will he the pro-
tost that the supply is not eapable of mect-
ine the reasonable requirements of the
sottlers, and that protest will he fortified
by all sorts of evidence, Tn those cireum-
atanee< it is not to he expected that the
Government will spend hundreds of thons-
ands of pounds in providing supplies, m-
lens the inlerests of the taxpaver arve safe-
vuarded.

Hon. €. F. Baxter: Do yvon say the Bill
eould not he applied to small welis or tanks?

The CHIEF SECRETARY : It could be,
hat what Government would make it apply ?
Tt is a ridiculons snewrestion.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If we were Lo
strike oud those words which have been in-
serted in Clawse 2, it would wean restoring
the very words that were objected to. T be-
lieve the Chief Secretary when he savs it is
not intended to include the small water sup-
plies,

Hon. V. Hamerslev:
that in the Bill?

Hon. J. XTCITOLSOXN : it the words that
were izerted here and objected to in another
place he ~truek out, we immediately  re-
inmert the very words that save ri=e to all
the previous eontroversy.  Any assnrance the
Chief Secretary mayv eive us would not pro-
tect the nnfortunate ~cttler. It the Govern-
ment or a board fonnd they were in need of
monex, and had the power to impoxe a rate
in respect of the sapply of water, they
wonld imvose that rate.  The Chief Secre-
tarvs as<awance would not have the foree
of law, mnd would not afford the protection
the amondinent would give.  So we should
have ~ome ~afeenard.  Tf it were possible
to provide for the rea<onshle requirements
i the uersnns raierd. it wonld he a zood
thirre, It T ean zee the diffienlty explained
YWy the Chief Serretnry. ®p T snwzest for

Well,

why not puot
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bis consideration that we leave in the clause
as amended, but also amend the wording by
inserting the words “in constructing works"
Lefure e words ~providing a water sup-
ply" Weo <hall then dispose of the contro-
versial wordy “suliicient eapacity to supply

the  seasmuable  requarements  of the rate-
pivers,”
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am in-

elined 1o acree with the previous speaker.
The word- to which | object are those in-
sorted by Mr. Hamersley “of snfficient
capaeity to supply the reasonahle require-
ment= of the Tatepayers”

The CHATRMAN : T would point out that
the effvet of agrecing to the Chief Secre-
tary’s motion will he to veinstate the follow-
ine words—*“Whenever wells, tanks, and
other similar waterworks have been or may
hereafter he provided by the Department of
Public Works in agrieultural or other areas.”

Progress 1cported.

House adjourned at 6.3 p.m,

Aegislative Hosembly,

Thursday, 29th November, 1928,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 130
p-m.. and read peavers.

QUESTION—LAND SOUTH OF
NORSEMAN,

Mr. C. P, WANSBROUVGH (for Mr.
Thomsen? asked the Minister for Land-x:
In view of the I'ress statement that the
Trustees of the darienlturnl Bank have re-
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fused to winke advunces on land south of
Norseman, will he make their report avail-
able by placing it upon the Table of the
House?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(for the Minister for Lands) replied:
The frustees have not submitted a report,
but recommended that no more mallee land
south of Salmon Gums should be made
available for seleetion at the present time.
The ordinary bank policy still applies to
settlers already on their holdings, and to
land north of Salmon Gums, The trustees
are visiting the distriet next week to make
a thorough investigation of the Esperance
area,

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On notion by Mr. Wilson, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted to Hon, M, F.
Troy {Mt. Magnet) and Hon. W. D, John-
son {({hildford) on the ground of ill-health.

BILL—ROQAD DISTRICTS ACT AMEND-
MENT (No. 2.)

Introduced hy Mr. Sampson and read a
first time.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.

1, Licensing Act Amendment.
2, Stamp Act Amendment.
Transmitted to the Council.

BILL—HOSPITAL FUND,
1% Commitice.

LResumed from the previous day.  Mr
Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for Health
in charge of the Bill

Pogtponed Clause 13—Contributions by
eompanies :

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Last
night the memher for West Perth raised
the point that insurance companies other
than life jusurance companies would have
to pay tax on transferved liability. 1f they
necepted a risk of £10,000 and re-insured
with another company for £53,000, he snid
they would have to pay on the £10,000. T
eansulted the C'rown Solieitor and the Com-
missioner of Taxation and both assure me

[ASSEMBLY.]

there is not the slightest doubt that they
would he exempt. ] move an amendment—

That the following paragraph be added:—

*“Thia geetion shall not apply to shipping eom-
panice, !
There is only one local shipping company
—the Swan River Shipping Company—and
we would colleet from them. The other
shipping eompanies would receive no benefit
from loeal hospitals and therefore 1 have
no desire to tax them. The Merchant Ship-
ping Act distinetly lays down that a ship
is responsible for the payment of hospital
fees and medical expenses for any memher
of the crew.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You could not
make a shipping company pay twice over.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No.
If a seaman Falls sick and is put inte hos-
pital, the ship is liuble and, so far as [
ean ascertain, the shipping companies have
always met their responsibilities,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
ment is quite right.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: 1 do not oppose the
amendment. As regards the point raised
by the member for West Perth, I assume
that the Minister has satisfied himself his
information is eorrect, and thut there is ne
necessity to pursue the matter,

The MINTISTER FOR HEALTH: Di
Stowe, Mr. Walker, and Mr. Sayer all con-
firm what T have stated.

The amend-

Amendment put and passed; the clause.
as amended, agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILL—GROUP SETTLEMENT ACT
AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Council with amend-
ments.

BILL-LAKE GRACE-KARLGARIN
RAILWAY.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Tlon.
A MeCallun—South Fremantle) [4.52] in
woving the second rveading =aid: It will be re-
memberad that the report of the Railway
Advisory Board on this line was presented
to Pavliament in 1926, A decision in the
the matter has boen delaved by differences
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of opinion. The second committee appointed
by the Government to inquire into the
probable rontes of wain trunk lines eaused
the Governent to delay in deciding which
route they would recommend Parliament
to adopt. Cabinet bas now decided to re-
commend ilie adoption of the rouwte sug-
wested by the Railways Advisery Board;
and that is the proposal which the Bill con-
taing. The board’s report stated that they
had inspected the Karlgarin, Jilakin and
North Newdegate districts with a view to
reporting on the best means of providing
railway facilities for the country east of
Kondinin and Kulin, and had been given
considerable assistunce by the loeal organi-
sations, A mass of interesting information
and stisties has heen supplied. The board
point out that considerable development is
taking place in the newly settled district
east of Kondinin and in older districts in
that area, and that there iz now settlement
over 40 miles out from the railway. In the
opinion of the board the best means of
serving the district wanld be an extension
of the line for approximately 54 miles out
from Lake Grace. There was a local dif-
ference of opinion as to which route should
be taken, but the people of Karlgarin,
where the main scitlement is, did not seem
to mind which route the railway took so
long as they were served. They did not
hecome a party to the battle of routes,
though the Jilakin people strongly urged
the route proposed by the Bill. The board
point out that . line running east-
ward from Kondinin for a distance of
about 3 miles wonld serve an area of
about 502,000 acves, of which about 96,008
acres are alienated, but would leave un-
served ahbout 223000 acres in the Jiakin
digtrict. of whieh abont 62,000 acres
are alienated and are being worked.
On the other hand, a line running north-
easterlv from lLake Grace to a point
wust of Wondinin and thenee to a point
ahout 34 miles east of that centre, a total
distanee of about 3214 miles, would serve
an avea of about 726,000 aeres, of which
ahout 133,000 acres are alienated, and would
at the same time serve hoth the Karlzarin
and  Jilukin seltlers.  After the report of
the second committee that dealt with main
tennk lines, the veport on this railway was
veferred back to the hoard. On the second
weeasion a majority of the hoard still held
to their first recommendation. In their
second report they point out that in view
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of the Jurge minount of settlement in the
Jilakin and Karlgarin areas, a vailway to
serve these distriets is essential, and they
recomiuend that e )ine be constructed from
Lake Grace novthwards about 30 miles to a
point about 25 miles  east of Kondinin,
They alwo tated that in their opinion it
would be necessary to extend this line in the
near Iiture to junction with the main line
at Seuthern {ross.  The country between
Lake Urace and Southern Cross is now in
cours¢ of classitiention, which has diselosed
that there i+ a large arca suitable for set-
tlement. The board also state that the con-
~fruefion of this line wilt not affect the pro-
posal to build a line from Kondinin to 8Sal-
mon Uuwins, should sueh a line prove to be
Jietitied  when the nature of the country
has been ascertained. In view of the de-
velopment, which has faken place in the
distriet, the Government think it will be
necessary eventually to iske the propesed
line right up to the Eastern Goldfields rail-

way, Jnunetioning at Southern Cross.
Even to-day there is much  seftle-
ment out  east from Narembeen, and
that district will have to be served
by a railway seoner or later., Tha

natural thing would seem to be to take the
line right through to Southern Cross. Many
miners are scttled along that route now, and
the surveyors are out in the area. In all
probability there will have to he a second
line eoming nway from Southern Cross fur-
ther inland, and taking a detour to link
up with Salmon Gums. Tt is not thought,
however, that the present proposal will in
any way interfere with the original sugges-
tion that a trunk line should eventually le
conztructed to link np Kondinin with Cor-
rigin, thus giving that avea more direct ue-
cess to ils nearest port.  The other railway
will be eonvidered on its merits when the
question of construeting main trunk lines
comes up tor decizion. What the Bill pro-
posex i» rather an oxten<ion of the railway
system to serve country further east from
the existing line. Tt has not vet heen deter-
mined what weight of rails will be wused.
The matter is vow beinz examined, and a
vecommendation will be submitted to the
Glovernment. A ruling grade of one in 80
is ammed at, and alvo a 20-chain minbmum
rading of curves, Tt is thongzht that the
line will be approximately 34 miles lobe,
The estimated epst with 45-1h, rails will he
approximately €3.700 per mile, or a total
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of £200,000; with GO0-lb. rails, £4,300 per
mile, or a total of £232000. Railway econ-
struction to-day runs into big money. The
cost of rails, sleepers, and all other requiz-
ites has risen. However, some of the set-
tlers whom this Bill proposes lo serve have
been out there for many years without rail-
way facilities, and are earting as far as 40
miles. They were given a definite promise
of railway communication when they took
up their land, and the Government must
live up to that obligation. Tt has therefors
been decided to adopt Lhe recommendatiou
of the majority of the Railways Advisory
Board, notwithstanding that that body was
divided in opinion. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitehell,
dehate adjourned.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1928-29
In Commiitee of Supply.

Resumed from the 27th November: Mr.
Lutey in the Chair.

T"ote--Departmental, £232,50¢:

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [4.59}: The Loan Estimates Teally
disclose the policy of the Government. The
Revenue Estimates provide largely for the
carrving on of serviees which have been es
tablished over many vears, but the T.oan
Fstimates do disclose the difference between
parties in the matter of policy as no other
proposal submitted to the House by the Cov-
ernment does. The Government, T daresay.
will declare that they have heen earrying
on the policy of their predecessors; and_ T
suppose some of the people will decelve
themselves into thinking that it is so—that
is to say, those of the pecple who want to
deceive themselves. If the position is ex
amined, however, it is seen that while it may
be easy to say, “We will earry on your
poliey,” it is quite another maiter to adopt
the methods of aother people, the ideals of
another Government. It is a very difficult
matter in every detail. T say this because
there is a sort of feeling ahroad that there
is no rivalry between the parties, between
the Premier and me. Of course there is
rivalry; a generous rivalry if vou like, but
still a rivalry.

Mr. Panton: T am sorry to hear that

[ASSEMBLY.]

Ton. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Ob no.
It is on my part a generous rivaley, T
remember that when the (lovernment eame
back here with a majority I hoped they
would earrv an my policy. Perhaps thev
have not quite done that, but they have en
deavoured to do so and 1 hope they wil!
continne that endeavour. For with me the
conntry connts for more than party, and T
think it should be so with everybody. 3ut
T do not think it right that the people should
deceive themselves into the helief that the
poliey of the previous Government is being
emrried on by the present Government as the
previons Government would have earried it
on. Neither do I think the people shonld
recard the methods of the present Govern
ment as being the methods of the previous
Government, or conclude that the ideals of
the previons Government are being carried
out by the present Government. The fact
that there iz no open hostility and that we
do not have from time to time aceusations
made acainst this Government by us sitting
on this side, does not mean that we are in
accord with the present Government or ap-
prove of what the Government are doing.

Me. Panton: I think you are a bit with us.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
say, a little bit.

Mr. Teesdale: But not too far, like,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The hon.
member will go much further with me than

I dare-

T ean possibly go with the Government. Of
that there is no doubt.

Mr. Teesdale: In growing flowers.

Hon. Sir JAMES JMITCHELL: TFven

growing flowers is a very useful oeenpation.
It is much better than being in Parliament
and supporting wrong proposals, We have
endeavoured fo help the Government here
in this House to carry on the work of gov-
ernment, and somclimes I think we are 4
little misuderstood, because in the past
things were so very diffevent. Then there
were made against the Government aceusa-
tions of all sorts of diaholical motives. We
never hear that sert of thing to-day. The
peaple helieve, indeed there can be no doubt
ahont it, that the country would be bhetter
served by us than it is by the party in office.
But of course we must have a majority, else
wr are not permitted to carry on. These
Estimates show how mnch better could the
work of the eountry he carried on hy a
Government such as that which this Govern-
ment sueeeeded than it is heing carried on
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now,  All one has Lo de is Lo turu to the
Estimates «f our 1ime and compare them
with the Estimates now hefore us. We are
spending a lot of money and we ought to
sve that we get valne for our expenditure—
I mean real value, We have had that value
in the past: we have done that for many
vyears, hut il has not been attrined during
the lust few years. Our job is to use bor-
rowed money as an individual ought to do.
We must ask ours:ives where is the money
to come from to pay interest and sinking
fund on this £4,817,200, That is a simple
question that evervy member ought to ask
himgelf—where is flis £264,000 per annum,
which will be the cost of this money, te
come from? Obviously it cannot come from
increased taxation; there is no room for
that. We have use:l up our every right to
tax the people, and indeed have done a hit
bevond it.

The Minister for Railways: Inercasing
prosperity will help the people to pay their
taxes,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: And in-
creased prosperity can only eome from the
wise expenditure of these enormous snins we
are borrowing. | make no allowance for the 1
per cent. money when I speak of £4,81720v,
because I do not know what amount of 1
per cent, money will be included in that sum.
But I show that we arve slipping in the use-
ful work we have heen deing from borrowed
money. For the four new railways £498,000
is provided. The Minister has told us that
if we nse 60-1b, rails, as we should do, it will
pay for a little over 100 miles of railway.
On agriculivre we are to spend £1,753,500.
But as to the £800,000 for group settlenent
—which is £400 for each man on a group
block—it is obvious that a great deal of this
£5300,000 is to be tuken into revenue to re-
coup the Govermnent the interest on the
money advanced to gronp settlers. Se for
this portion of the $£4,817,200 fo produce
inereased wealth, th» amount must be very
eonsiderably reduced below £1,753,500. Cer-
tainly not ene-third of the woney we shall
borrow this vear will be loaned to increase
production of wealth. The Minister is right
in savine that increased prosperity will make
it easy for the people to pay the interest
hill=. When vou =et out to establish a coun-
try vou have to spend a good denl of money
that is not direetly interest-earning. We
have all the publiec building= in the metro-
politan area and scattered throughout the
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State.  They had to be provided for the
purpuses of government, and at very great
vost.  Then we have the barbours. People
must have harbours, whether at Fremantle
Geraldton, Bunbury, Busselton, Albany, Es-
perance or in the North-West. We must have
them, In establishing a country there is a
zreat deal to be done that is not direetly in-
terest-producing. Dut when the country is
well-established then we ean say we must
invest our money wisely and bring about an
increased production of wealth, 1t we spend
£3,000,000, we ought to inerease the pre-
duetion of wealth---having estublished all the
utilities I have veferred to—hy at least
pownd for pound. We shali have to increase
the production of wealth, the veal wealth,
the national income, by at least 2%% million
pounds if we are te pay comfortably the
£20-5,000 on this £4,817,200. By that we will
have to increase the production of wheat and
wool aud will hive fo hope for an inereascd
production of gold and coal, and inereased
sales of timber, All these things will have
to produce more wealth; otherwise we shall
have to eall upon the taxpayers, already over-
bhurdened, who pay the interest bill. T hope
ilat will be remembered, that you cannot
have this money uuless yvou pay for it. 1t
is not a question of horrowing £4,817 200,
but a question of what you are going to do
with it when you wvel it. Really it would be
better to borrow €10,000,000, if we could
he certain that it would earn interest and sink-
ing fund withont imposing any new burden
on the taxpayers, than it would be to borrow
£2000,000 of which £1,000,000 would he
spent on dead work. [t is not & question of
the mouey owing, but a question of what
we have done with the money bor-
rowed. A great deal of money is to be
used in additions and improvements to ex-
isting railways,  Probably the department
will save interest by this work, It mayl
pay the depariment, of course,

The Minisfer for Railways: And pay the
settlers too.

Hen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But not
=0 much as it will pay the department. Sid-
ings have to be constrireted for the conveni-
enee of the zettlers.

The Minister for Railwavs: And there is
the provision of trucks.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Trucks
are provided for under another heading. 1
am speakine of permanent improvements.
T Ao not =ay you ennld not spend n great
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deal of money on additional improvements
to opened railways without loss o the de-
partment. But it is a question whether at
this stage, when we want money for in-
creased production, we should not be care-
ful about spending it on improvements io
establish utilities. Then a large amount is
to be spent in the metropolitan area on
works, including water supply and sewer-
age.

The Minister for Railways:
mitted us to that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCIIELL: This
Govermment ean always say that T pnt them
on the road, but I do not admit that T put
them on the road {o destruction. Of eourse
T ecommitted the Government to going on
with this work of providing water. I think
it hecame the duty of the Government years
ago to serve the people of the metropolitan
arca with water and sewernge, and of conrse
that work is going on, To-day the Minister
is advised by his oflicials that we shall have
to enter upon still biggzer schemes if we
arc to meet the rvequirements of the near
future.

The Minister for Works: There is not
nearly enourh money to provide what is
wanted.

Hou. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
Trequently said that vou require fo keep
your eve on the experts. Again, the users,
the people who henefit by this expenditure,
will pay the interest. Whilst we might be
able to escape the expenditure on the pro-
vision of a water supnly in Perth, and while
they will pay because we tax the land to
pay for this speeial service, vet we do rnot
inerease the production of wealth.  Fvyen
the inferest on this money has to eome from
the wealth produced hy people clsewhere.

The Minister for Railways: You are not
ol dectine, are you?

Tton. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Since we
undertook the responsibility many yvears ago
we have fo zo on with the work, just as we
have to g0 on with the development of the
elecirie lizht plant.  There we have estab-
lished a monopoly, and we have {o continue
riving the serviee to all. We cannot say
to one man, “Yon are free to switeh on
vour lieht” and to another “Unfortunately
von eanrob switeh on, Beeause we have not
snflicient current {o supply von.” We have
ta keop on adding units to the power station,
and it will be a never-ending job, But that

You com-

[ASSEMBLY.]

is all right so long as we get interest on
the money invoived.

The Minister for Railways: We are sup-
plying a lot of emrrent for industrial pur-
poses.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of course
some current is used Tor industrial purposes,
but our industries ave not very extensive
and so we do not get the benefit that we
might.,  The power is used and I de not
complain ahont that.

The Minister for Railwavs: We onchi to
be encouraging primary produeiion by way
of irrigation, for instance. Talke the work
in the Swan distriet.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T know
all about that. Tower is also nsed for the
conversion of old iron inte steel. We get

our intevest from this expenditure in the
melropolitan  area on  facilitier that are

given to it, and also on the enormous ex-
penditare on electricity. The point is that,
whilst that money does not eost the meneral
taxpayer anything, it does mean that we
have to pay interest on the monev. We
want to devote n great deal of the money
we borrow to inereasing production, wlhieh
15 the master word. Tt is the produetior of
the national income we onght always to kave
before ws. Tt is now over 30 millions a vear
In the old days of (he gold-mining industry
it was not half that.,  We have borrawel
money and invested it wisely in the estab.
lishment of farms and i other divections
Ferause of that anr wea'th to-dav iz over
30 millions a vear. We discussed finanee
fairly fully on the Revenue Fistimates, and
there is no need fo repeat what was =ail
then. I merely wish to utler a word of
warning, beeanse T think 1t oneht fo be
uttered and never forgolten. TUp to thi:
proint we have erented an nsset equal to the
amount of our public indebtedness.  Preb
ably we could sell onr assets for a great deal
more than our indebtedness. We slall have
paid off €12000,000 fram our Inans when
we dishurse the sinkine fund we now hold.
We have really a verv oxcellent asset for
evory farthing we owe. Properly hanllel
T think the aszets would earn inftarest on
every farthing we nwe. T do not know that
is 20 todav.  We must spend with eare.
A further loan of €4.800,000 is an enormous
sum for a handful of people. We are not
increasing onr popalation as rapidiv as we
are induleing in the expenditure of bLor

i ved ironey, The veneral tuxpayer enot
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afford io pay any of the interest which must
be found for this money. The investors
must do that. We must keep that point
hefore us. If we can lend #wa-thirds to
agriculturists who pav the interest on the
two-thirds, and who pay taxation, pro.ide
freight for the railways, work for the har
hours and our people generally, to an ex
tent which comes to more than enough to pay
interest on the other third, that is right and
well. Nothing eould be belter for the people
of the Stale or for the Empire. 1f we re
verse the position, as was the case last year.
and spend two-thirds on works and one-
third on inereased production, we are ask-
ing that third to do too much. 1 eonnot be
done. Two-thirds of the money invested to
ingrease production is what we ought to aim
at in our borrowing, Every member must
make it plain to the people that they can
not have things they cannot pay for. Tt i
no use expecling that we ean spend enorm
ous sams of money on faecilities that max
mean a great convenience and comiort, until
we inerease the production of wealth. Ony
praduction of wealth ought to be £40,000,000
on the standard that now obtains.  Last
vear wr reached within £3,000,000 of pay-
ing our way between our imports and ex-
ports. The previous vear the difference was
£6,000,000. This vear we are not likely to
get quite the wheat erop we expected. The
difference between the 40,000,000 hushels we
anticipated and the 30,000,000 bushels we
shall get will he represented by money bor-
roweid in the Old Land.

The Minister for Railbways: Surely not.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
21} million pounds which we shall probahly
not wet, but had a right to expect we would
et for our wheat, will be horrowed in Lon-
don. Tt is most important that we shonld
inerease the production of wealth.

The Minister for Railways: If we coull
et the 40 millions we should nearly have
turned the eorner,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I wish
we could met that. It would not be so bad
if we could pay our way. We look upon
England as a country that is suffering
horribly as the result of the war, and paying.
more than any other country is payinz.

Notwithstanding this, England pays her
way, and pays inferest she owes to

America, besides lending £100,000,000 to the
nations of the world, including the Dom-
iniona.
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The Minister for Railways: England had
a great acenmulation of capital.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
£4,000,000,000 invested when war broke out
has all gone. Since then England bhas in-
vested  £5,000,000,000 on which interest
is being paid. We have a better chance than
Engtand has of paying our way, a forty-
times better chance. Here the produection
of wealth per individual can be greater than
it is in the Ol Couniry, There is no rea-
gon why we should be in the position of
baving te borrow money to make up the
difference hetween our exports and our im-
ports. The fact that we shall get less for
our wheat this year is so serions that we
shall have to borrow the difference between
the crop we expected and the crop we shali
get. We should aim at breaking down all
that, It is no good talking about the im-
ports of butter and other things that we
should be producing here. We must take the
position as we find it.

The JMinister for Railways: You ecannot
build up an asset and have a big income at
the same time.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITUHELL: I am
talking about the national income.

The Minister for Ruilways: The national
aswet is appreciating.

Han. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
national asset must inerease the national
income, otherwise it is not an asset. That
is the point about this borrowing. Within
the last four years we bave borrowed
£17,000,000, a quarter of all we awe, Now
we are going to add another £5,000,000, 1f
it were not for the fact that we got revenue
from unexpected sourees, and for the work
that was done when we were in office bear-
ing fruit in the way it is doing, and for
the 1 per cent. money that we are getting
under the Migration Agreement, the frst
steps in which were taken by my Govern-
ment, I do not know where we should be.
The present Government are reaping the
benefit of the work that was done before
them, We are transferring too much money
from loan to revenue under various head-
ings. Last year the departmental expendi-
ture under the Loan Estimates was £180,000.
This year with the same expendilure of
loan money the amount wilt be £232,000.
How c¢an we want more to recoup depari-
mental charges, that is for work done hy
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the permanent officials in the department,
this year than we wanted last year?

The Minister for Railways: We are build-
ing up-a big national asset.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Not by
that means. No one is so blind as he who
will not see.” If it took £180,000 last year
fo provide a recoup on departmental works
on account of loan expenditure, how comes
it that £52,000 more is reguired this year,
seeing that the Loan Estimates last year
were the same as they ave this year. It is
merely boosting the revenue, I bhave already
referred to the Aunditor General’s report on
this point and have no desire to go over the
ground again. Money we get at 1 per eent.
for group settlement has been taken into
revenue at the full rate. T warn Ministers
that they cannot go on spending money un-
less they can find some means of paying the
interest without making further drains
upon the general taxpayer. We have put
nearly 10 million pounds into works in the
last four years, and this costs us over
£500,000 a year. The increased revenue to
recoup interest from public utilities was
£98,000, so that we are about £400,000 down.
I hope some of this money will be picked
up this year. There will be time for these
investments to give results. It certainly
takes time to get returns even from our
wheat lands, The faet that we get money
at 1 per ecnt. should not make us reckless.
I do not think we are earrying out the con-
ditions under which we get these wonder-
ful advantages. T do not think we are bring-
ing in the people we ought to be bringing
in, having regard for the money we are
horrowing.

The Minister for Works: That has hecn
carefully checked.

The Minister for Railways: It would be
better if we had not so many foreigners,
for whom we get no subsidy.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: As we
are a white race, it is not convenient to have
them just now, when there is unemployment.

The Minister for Railways : They will
break down our eapacity to absorb migrants.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is not
eonvenient to have them now, but they are
good people.

The Minister for Railways: That is the
only point in regard to migration,

Hor. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is vsed
as an excuse for everything. We have spent
this 1 per cent. money on railways, water
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supplies and land settlement. In some cases
we are paying 1 per cent., and are charging
the full rate of interest agninst the work,
and paying that into revenue. That is wrong
and a day of reckoning must come. On
group settlement this year we have an ex-
penditure of £800,000, and in addition some-
thing has to be allowed for roads and rail-
ways. This works out at £450 a man. The
group settlers cannot draw more than
a third of that sum. The redt is
largely debited for interest on the enor-
mous amount that has to be spent. A
number of these areas are ready to be
brought into production. At the Peel Estate
men have been taken off the land, but it is
quite evident that the value of the land there
has been under-estimated. Our job is to
develop this country, and in the territory
where it is proposed to establish the 3,000
farms, we had better get the land ready be-
fore we say too much about it. Already
many people have come from the Eastern
Btates expeeting to be able to walk on to
blocks. Latterly, I dure say, we have had
far more people from the Eastern States
than from Europe, and ail expect to be able
to take up areas of land soon after they
arrive. But when surveys have heen made,
and there arc people of our own who are
waiting for land, they should receive first
attention and then the people from the East-
ern States can come in. I think it would be
wiser not to say too much about the 3,000
farms scheme until we know more about that
country. When surveys have been made and
when the Government have decided where
the railways are to run, then will be time
enough to talk about it. I believe that a
great deal of our second-class land will yet
hecome permanent wheat fields. It is all a
matter of the price we get for wheat. Tt
looks to-day as if the price were going to be
satisfactory, whereas the September fele-
grams were rather disturbing. Fortunately
the outlook is very much better now and the
latest adviee is that we shall probably get a
good price. Then there is the south-western
part of the State in which I hope the people
will have still greater faith. The South-West
is just now responding as well as the most
optimistic man in Western Australia conld
expect. Tt is responding well to fertilisers
and seed. Pastures have been laid down with
great success, For 90 years, though we did
not forget vegetable seeds, we forgot the
cow, We thought that the cow would
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live on ihe patural pastures, and conse-
quently did not bother about artificial
grasses. Seeds have been taken to other
eonntries of the world to provide pastnres,
and now we have done it, with the result
that the pastures of the South-West are
better than they have ever been. The re-
sult is that at the present time we are
making 50 tons of butter a week. That is
something to have accomplished, and a little
later on when we have settled more of that
part of the State we shonld not hesitate to
extend the railway system throngh it. Re-
ferenee has been made to the Boyup Brook-
Cranhrook line and another from Bridge-
town to Mt. Barker. A line is being
built also from [DPemberten to Nornalup.
All these railways will help materally to
open up the South-West. Unfortunately I
do not see very much about them in the
Loan Estimuates. Then there is the Yarra-
mony railway which was authorised a long
time ago, That certainly ought to be built,
and T do nol know why it is heing held up.
At least I do know that it is becanse other
lines are heing built with one per cent.
money. In any event the Yarramony line
conld be a light =gilway similar to those
built on the goldfieids to earry firewood.
By the way, T hope the Minister will not
buy any more 35th. rails. Then there is
also the Dale River railway, the authorvity
to construct which was obtained before the
present Government assamed office. Whilst
we have sct aside something under halt a
million for the constrnetion of new rail-
wavs, we have done very little for the North-
West. The member for Roebourne (M.
Teesdale) will pardon me for again men-
tioning King’s Bay Harbour. The Premier
told us that he would include an amount
for the work there in the Loan Bill. I think,
however, that that work should find a place
on the Loan Estimates, and that the Esti-
mates ought to be altered. There is an
amount on the Estimates for repairs to
Point Samson jetty, which jetty, of course,
the Government have no intention of re-
pairing. That is prohably a mistake on the
Estimales, and may be intended to repre-
sent an amount for the opening up of King's
Bay Harhoeyr. T do not know whether the
Estimafes can he aliered, but if it possible
to alter them, the Premier should do so.
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Mr. Teesdale: I don’t mind what ke has
done, 5o long as we get the work csrried
out.

Hon. Sie JAMES MITCIIELL: It is all
that it is proposed to do for the North out
of this expenditure of £4,800,000. It is a
very old seftlement and a well-stocked dis-
trict, and therefore I hope the harbour will
be started forthwiih,

Mr, Tecsdale: They have not shipped a
hoof from there for over four years. Stock
are dyving in the paddecks.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: From
Norsconn to Esperance we have built 120
wiles of railway, half of it with one per
sent. wmoney,  That low pate of interest,
however, will operate tor only five vears.
Therefove we should get on with the work
rapidiy if interest is to be carned by the
lines.  The land beine served by the rail-
ways must he developed promptly,. We
have spent £90,000 on the water supply at
McPherson’s Roek.  That, teo, is monev
harvowed at one per cent.

The Minister for
Suapplies: Not £90,000.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I under
stund that is the nmount that is being spent.

The Minister Ffor Agriealtural Water
Supplies: The water supply cost about
€20,000. That has heen spent on the reser-
voir and the neces=arv masonry work, There
is no reticulation other than the connection
between the reservoir and the railway sid-
ing.

MMon. Rir JAMES MITCHELL: 1
thoueht you were reticulating the whole dis-
trict, and 1 understood the cost was about

Agrienltural Wator

£90,000. TPerhaps that ameunt covers road
clearing as well.
The Minister for Agricultural Water

Supplies: The water supply itself will not
cost mare than €20,000.,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But
there has been cleared 100 miles of road.
I am =orry 1 got the impression that the
whole of the £90,000 was spent on the water
supply.  Still, we have not settled the dis-
triet, although such a large sum of money
hae hern spent there. We chall be paying
the full rate of interest at the end of 10
vears ond we must get on with the work
sn as to he prepared when the time arrives
for the pavmeni of the higher rate.
With reeurd to the Esperance dis-
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trict, T am satisfied that it will yet
become a valuable asset to the State.
As  mallee  country it lhas  not  so
far proved as good as people hoped
it would, that is, for wheat growing,

L am ecertain, however, it ean be eonverted
into a valuable and highly-profitable ter-
ritory by growing crops for stoek and sub-
seuently growing wheat.

The Minister for Railways: You are thus
building up the land all the time.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There is
an extraordinary amount of limestone in
that country and probably lupins would
have a considerable effect on it. I have
no doubt about its future, but the thing is
to persevere. [ am glad to hear that the
Agrienltural Bank Trustees are going down
there. Courage will have to he displayed in
the handling of the sitwation. The bank,
we know, is a business concern and is giv-
ing ctiect to the poliey of the country set
up by Pavliament. Naturally tle bank will
not lend money unless it sees a prospeet of
wetting it back. A lot of money has al-
ready been advanced, and a great deal more
will have to be lent hefore we can expect
the district to earn interest and sinking
tund. OQur road expenditure is consider-
able, but we mnst admit that everywhere
the roads are being improved. We are
spending a lot of money, but we ave get-
ting results and a lot of experience. We
must not forget that we have changed over
from slow to rapidly moving traffie, and
when we remember the great lengths of
roads to be built and to be kept in order,
we ecannot possibly expeet to have good
roads built everywhere almost immediately.
We can, however, expect econtinnal im-
prevement in road building and mainten-
ance. 1 have been over some wonderful
roads about the counlry lately.

Hon. @. Taylor: Good or bad?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: (iood.
I laive also heen over some had roads, but
the roads that are being handled at the
present fime are very good indeed, and the
work is being well done. The plant that is
employed iz making our earth roads very
usefu! tharonghfares and they will remaia
so For many years until we can make them
inore permanent. At the same time, we
camnot forget the Canning-road and its
cost. We cannot afford to build many roads
like that. T was over it the other day and,
by the way, [ noticed that a lot of the
niw streets are heing named after mem-

[ASSEMBLY.)

bers of the Ministry. 1 noticed that Mr.
Collier, Mr. Willeock and other Ministers
have been immortalised about there

Mr. Marshall: It is not mueh of a re-
comnendation for them.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Eight
mites of that road have cost £120,000, and
the interest works out at £900 per mile of
road per annum. When so much woney is
spent on a work, those responsibic for it
must have had the same idea 1 mind as
the Czar of Russin had when ne ordered
the construction of the railway acvoss
Siberia,

The Minister for Hailways: Caesar bulg
surh roads in England 2,000 vears ago, but
labour was pretty cheap then,

My, Angelo:  There is envugh material
on the Canning readside to constriact an-
other road.

Hon. Siv JAMES SUTCHELL: The eon-
struction of this read is bound to have the
offect of still farther redueing vailway
revenne, [t will be nsed for heavy motor
traflic and thus there will be additional
vompetition with the railways. It seems
to me we have provided a splendid road
solely for trunsport and to compete with
our railway system. Buat the road will opea
up that country and a considerable
price will be obtained for it. A lot of
people will setile there wlo would other-
wise have settled between Perth and Fre-
mantle to the north of the river. Soine
mention has been made of the drift of popa-
lation to the eity. That regpret has bcen
voiced right down the ages. If we wish to
stop it, we must work to stop it, and the
wav lo do it is to make it possibie for
jeople o live easily and pomfortably in
the country. We have heen surveying a
considerable area of land for years past.
Last year we smrveved a record in acreage,
though not in blocks. last year, too, Lhe
area of good land sold was the smallest for
vears., [Tt was just about hall the avea sold
five vears awo. That, however, i~ bond to
happen.  When we ave selling thonsand
acre blocks, we can soon sell a million neres
and we cannot sell the sam:» land (wice
over.

The Minister ¥:r Ruailwauys:
seon sell it all.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, and
1 hope that every acre of good land will be
taken up as speedily as possible. T am not
censuring the Government for not having
sold again land that was sold previously;

We shall
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we eanooil sell as much good land in the
wheat belt as we were aceustomed to sell in
the past. 1t is not available. If we take gold
cul of a mine, the quantitv of gold re-
maining in the ground is properiionately
less. If we sell a thousand-acre block of
nnd, there is ai least one Farm less in the
hands of the Government. If we want to
stop the drift of population to the city,
we must work for it. We can give good
service over a period of years, but it is
useless unless we work for an idea. Many
of us talk for years and fail to achieve our
object. What we need to do is to ent up
land, zive the people a chance to secure
it, and thus take married people from the
cities and put them into the country dis-
tricts wherever possible. A considerable
amount is being expended in the eity—too
much, T think. T daresay the money goes
in 50 many wavs that it is hard to check
expendilure,

The Minister for Railways: You caunot
deny some facilities to half the people of
the State.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, but
it is better to find them an abundance of
food at a fairly cheap rate by spending the
money in the country districts than by dis-
sipating it in the city. The people in the
city have to live by the work thexr do for
the people in the country, and it is in the
country we build, not here. We spend too
much money in and around the city. T
realise that pressure and demands are
brought to bear on the Government all the
time, but Ministers must stiffen their backs
and explain the position to the people.
Every member should explain to the pecple
that they cannot have things for wticl
they eannot afford to pay.

The Minister for Railways: Tt takes a lot
to knock that into the heads of some people

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This
vote-catching business is the irouble, and T
am afraid we shall never get rid of it.

The Minister for Hailways: When we get
rid of a lot of the utilities to boards, there
will not be any vote-catching.

Hon. G. Taylor: I wish you wonld start
to get rid of them.

The Minister for Railways: The Premier
has annonnced the poliey.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
not aware that anything we do for the
people is not necessary, but we are not in a
position to do it now.
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The Minister for Railways: Some works
are necessary and some are essential.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Minister interjected somcthing about hand-
ing over utilities to a hoard. Is it not ex-
traordinary that we took over the tramways
at a considerable price some years ago,
whereas had we not taken them over, the
City Council would have been possessed of
them before this?

Hon. G. Taylor: Thevy would have re-
verted to the City Council last year.

The Minister for Railwavs: In 1935, Y
think.

Hon. G. Taylor: Yo, in 1927, they woull
have reverted to the Cify Counncil free of
enst.

Ifon. Rir JAMES MITCHELL: 'The
City Conneil would have possessed them by
now and wmeanwhile we wounld have had a
tramway serviee, though I do not wmean to
say that all the lines beine operated to day
were in existence when the Goverament
bought the trams. However, there was a
considerable mileage of tram lines laid.
Now, apparently, the Government ure going
to ask the City Couneil to take them over.

The Minister for Railways: Not the City
Conneil,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
the local authorities.

The Minister for Works:
Ineal authorities?

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCIHELL : Per
haps the people of the metropolitan area
What is the use of the Minister splitting
straws? Is anvone fooled by the statement
that the Government are not going to hand
them over to the City Couneil or to the loeal
authorities? If it is intended to hand tkem
over to a trust and if it is to be a Govern-
ment trust controlled by the Government,
they will not he handed over with my con-
sent. A trust confrolled by the Government
will not meet the sitvation. Tt would he
riving the Government 2 toy to handle and
relieving them of all responsibility. If they
are to be taken over, the people of the met-
ropolitan area, whose concern they are,
should take them over. They should not be
the responsibility of the Government. For
vears we have snzgested that they should he
handed over, but up fo the present the
parties have not been ahle to reach an agree-
ment. The water supply and .ewcrage
schemes must be the coneern of the people
in the areas served, and the same applies to

Well,

Who said th.
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ferries and trams. Perhaps the electrieity
supply. toe, would come in the same cate-
gory, although I am not certain about it.
At any rate, the other things ohviously
could be managed by the peonle ihems.lves
through the loeal authorities or through a
trust responsible to the people. I shoull
think the people conld manage those con
cérns in that way quite as well as the Gov-
ernment manage them. Of eourse it has heen
cheaper under Government control to lor-
row the money for those concerns as we
have borrowed if, and it has saved a great
deal of expense for engincers to control them
in the days of small things, but now the con-
cerns are big enough for the people of the
metropelitan area—one half of the people
of the State—to take control of them. When
we tell them they will have to foot a hill for
half a million of money for the blessed
trams, I do not know what they will say. I
nnderstand that in New South Wales, almost
on the very day the Financial Agreement
was signed, a great many utilities in the
metropolitan area were handed over to the
local authorities so that they would be free
to borrow untrammelled hy the Federal Par-
lament or by control of the Loan Couneil.
Of course they did not value the 5s. per cent.
sinking fund on loans that the Federal Gov-
ernment are going to pay to the State. We
cannot all afford to adopt that attitude be-
cause the handing over of public utilities fo
Iocal anthorities or boards would lose us 5s.
per cent. on the loans. At the same time it
would increase our borrowing powers, be-
cause I suppose it would decrease the
£4,800,000 of loan money required this year
to something in the region of £4,000,000. I
am entirely in aceord with the idea of hand-
ing them over, hut I do not know that the
people will be quife so ready fo take them.
I think they have had an opportunity for
vears to take them over,

The Minister for Railways: In Adelaide,
Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane, schemes
have been evolved that are satisfactory to
everybody.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
trams are to be handed over

The Minister for Railways : Perth has
renched a size when they can be handed over.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But the
people must have the right to manage their
own =affairs and bhe fairly free to exercise
their judgment, consistent of course with the
preservation of the seeurity for which we
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have pledged the credit of the country. I
hope some thought will be given to the elac-
tricity supply. If we add unit on unit to
the Iast Perth power house

The Minister for Railways: The agreement
with the City Council makes it necessary for
us to do that.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I would
not say foo much about that agreement,
though the Mirister was not responsible for
it. I confess I do not know anything about
the possibilities of the proposed seheme to
cencerate eleclrical power at Collie,

The Minister for Railways: The City
Couneil now take one-third of our whole
output.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, and
have done so for a long time. I do not know
whether it wounld be wise to consider gener-
ating electrical power at Collie as against
continuing the expenditure at East Perth.
1t is a matter for experts and not for lay-
men like myself to deeide. I do not know
how the Morwell scheme in Vietoria is pro-
gressing, what it has cost and what the re-
sult is.

The Minister fur Railways: It has cost
millions and millions—2%% times what was
expected,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The ex-
perience at Morwell might be of some ad-
vantuge to ns. Perhaps some of the engin-
eers who have been at work there could be
of assistance fo us if we decided upon a
scheme at Collie. If is a question of what
is best to be done. With the Bast Perth
power house we are just drifting along and
nave been doing so ever since the works
were erected. We have been adding and
adding on and on without end. As we have
ereated a monopely in the generation of
rurrent, we have to meet the demand. I
think we would be wise to pet an expert
report that wonld satisfv us as to what
might best be done for the future

The Minister for Railwavs: I think you
Lad better reserve a few of those remarks
nntil we discuss the vesolution sent to us
fromn unother place,

Hon. Sir JAMES MI''CHELL: That re-
~oietion was not in my mind, This is the
tune and place to discuss the guestion. We
have to find money for the power house and
eonsiderable expenditure has heen incurred
there.

The Minister for Railways: T think the
last unit ecost £160,000,
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lon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: LY | e
rwmber rightly, we put in two unils in five
yueira and [ think the present Goverumeun
have since added anorther. We bave set up
a menopoly and we bave to meet the de-
il Yor eurrent.

ton, (. Tayler: Mueh to the advantage
ol the City Couneil.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
manager of the power station (Mr. Taylor)
is a very capable man, but it might be well
to obtain a report as 1o what would be best
for the future. [ ¢an see the City ol Perth
with a population ol 130,00 people before
nmauny vears are passed amd in the not far
dimanl futwe with four times 150,000, and
ir the State is then to be responsible for
the sapply of electrical current, us § sup-
pose it will he, we should consider future
requitements without delay. [ do not know
whot cun lLiezt he done or whether we have
men in Australin capable of advising us.
I am afraid 1 eannot carey any reduction
lo these Estimales: | have nor the namboey
of votes to do it.

The Minister for Railways: Tell us what
vou would cut out.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I should
say that £50,000 should be transferred from
loan to revenue on aecount of departmental
expenditure, and I would insist upon at
least two-thirds of the money being spent
in the country to seeure increased production
—some for Wiluna, some for the South-
West and some for the wheat helt, T should
say that at this stage and for the present
vear, T could not ask the people to under-
tnke further expenditure exeept in works on
which interest would be eawmed. T do not
eonsider the £500,000 allotted to the Minis-
ter for Works for building new railways a
sufficient preportion of €4,800,000. Tn my
opinion these Loan Fstimates are not wisely
framed.

Mr. Grifliths: [ thought we were to have
» yreatly inereased amount for railways this
year.

Ion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yo
doubt the Minister will ask, “What would
vou cut ont?’ If T were the Minister, T
would eut out something quickly, but if the
Vlinister asks that T shonld indicate what
onrht to be cut out, he is asking too mnch.
The taspayer ean only afford to have things
for which he can pay. If the Government
provide work which will not mean increased
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production of wealth, the toxpayer will find
that he has got it in the neck, I should
stiek o the prineiple of 60 per cent. of
funds of thiz natare being loaned, and the
other 40 per ¢ent. being applied to the pro-
vision of transport and marketing facilities
and those other things for which the Gov-
ernment are responsible. I do not know
whether the Commitiee will vote the full
amount of £4,800,000, but they ought not to
approve of the Estimates in this shape. Tf
L contd alter them, 1T would, They will have
to he reeast. There is something for har-
The Geraldton harbour must he
vompleted. Mbany, being a natural har-
boue, dAoez not need :aneh expenditure; but
somelhing shonld be done at Busselton and
P remantle,

The Minister for Railways: And Esper-
anee will have to be tackled.

lon, G, Taylor: That will mean a big
~xpenditure.

harmirs,

The Minister for Railwavs: Several hun-
dreds of thousands,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We get
=0 little for our £4,800,000. To spend money
on things that do not heget work is wrong.
Tt must be obviovs lo everyone that loan
moneys should be spent on work that will
hezet work. We should practise rigid
economy in expenditure, and spend our
money wisely and in the right places. I am
afraid that 1 have taken up considerable
time in expressing views I hold strongly,
and have not given much eriticism of items.
T began by pointing out that there is rivalry
hetween parties—eenerous rivalry, I hope.
Now we come to finding work, the Minister
savs the Government arve trving to do the
right thing. They had better change places
with us, and let us try. We would make a
mmeh befter dob of it. Tf T thought that by
moving & reduetion of fthe ijtem T counld
brine ahent that change, of eourse T would
da so. The puhlic onght not to believe that
the poliev of this party is the policy of
the other partv, or that the ideals of fthis
party are the ideals of the other party, or
that it wonld not be better for the country
if this party were on the Treasury bench,
Of course it would be hetter, and the sooner
Ministers realize that, the soonecr will they
recognise that the short and easy step wounld
be to change plzzes. That is another idea
I present to Ministers, and T hope they will
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think it over to-night and make an announce-
ment to-morrow,

MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon} [6.7]: The
Leader of the Oppoxition has well said that
in considering the Loan Estimates one must
take into aceount whether moneys ave being
ullocatid to works of a reproductive nature.
That has been said again and agoin, but it
cannot he said too offen, especially when one
finds on the Loan Estimates little ilems like
that for the Canningtroad reconstruction.
According {o the figures given here, the co-t
of the work ix abont £129,000 for eigln
iles of voad,  That vepyesents roughly an
interesl charge of €1,000 per mile per -
num. the country districts are waiting for
transport facilities, and it is galling to see
woney expended wastefully on the Canning-
veadl, Many country residents have heen
withour transport facilities for years. The
country borrows the money for the Canning-
road reconstruction, and the people pay tor
the work,

The Minister for Works: No,
peiitan area pays for it

Mr, GRIVFLITILS:  Then
question of the Fremantle harbour,
ring lo the ealis made upon the Treasury,
the DPientier explained that theve were un-
dertakings like the Fremantle harhour, for
which the Government had to find £100,000
annually.,  The correct figure is £83,230.
The Premicr complains that he has to tind
money tor thai undertaking, but the Aud-
itor-General's report shows that the Tre-
mantle Harbour Trust during the pasg year
paid £133.849 into Consolidated Revenue.
Thus the Treasurer henelits to the extent
of approximately £49,750. The country
borrows money at Home for upkeep of the
hatvour, and any profit after payment of
interest wmud sinking fund pous into the
Treasury and swells the vevenue, incidentally
reducing any defieit. The necessity of find
ing money for such uwndertakings was ad-
vanced by the Premier as a reason for de-
lay in the construction of such railways

The metr-

there 5 the
i ptes-

as the one of which T am understood to be
the advocate. That is a great joke for the
Minister for Works and the Premier, but it
is no joke for people who for 20 years have
had to cart their wheat 22 miles to the rail-
way. The Premier suggested to me that
the fact of his having to find money for
gach things as the Fremantle harbour caused
the provision of railway facilities for set-
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tlevs to he put on one side. However, |
have pointed ont that from the Fremantle
harbour the Treasury benefited to the ex-
tent of about £49,730 Jast year. Thus there
is not mueh force in the Premiers exense
tor the delay tn providing  wuch-needel
railway facilities.  The list of railways in
conrse of construction or to bhe commenced
includes the Bovup Brook-Cranbrook line,
the figures referving to which arve applicabla
to the case of the railway to which I have
alluded. There is a sort of promise, some-
thing to keep the people aquiet: £5,000 is
put down as likely to he expended during
the ewrrent finaneinl year. For the Yarra-
any Fastward vailway £30,000 is put down
as an anexpended  balanee, and  £3,000 s
shown o likely to he used for preparatorvy
work.  The line has been about to be con-
structed Por the past Four years, and I sup-
nose the Government thought they  would
put down something additional in ovder to
'l the people concerned into a beliel that
aome day Ministers may make a commenee-
ment on the wovk, The sume old £10,000
appears, with a promise of £€5,000 to he
spent duving the enrreney ot the financial
vear. When the railway was discnssed last
sessinn, the memher tor West Perth (M.
Davy) azked what was the meaning of the
item, and whether there was any intention
of goinr on with the work during that year.
The hon, memher sugosested that it was a
faree to set down the item if there was uo
intention of spending the money., Year
after year items appears on the Loan Esti-
mates and are not expended. The object
of putting them there is, apparently, to
keep people quict and indnee them to go on
waiting for necessary facilities. The Brook-
ton-ale River railway has been mentioned
hy the member for Pingelly (Mr. Brown),
vho is ovidently in the same boat as I am
in with regard to the Ywrramony railway.
The cheap money ean only be spent in the
opening-up of new eountry. The streteh
of eountry through which the Yarramony
railway will pass is not considered to be
new eountry. Indeed, it ean bhardly be ealled
that, seeing that the people have been there
for 20 vears,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: We know the old
story that loan money should be spent upon
reproductive works. When T referred to that
T heard a murmur about that being nothing
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fresh.  That is why 1 emphasised the facl
that so much money was being wasted on
works that were not reproluctive, whereas
those which would help v create wenlth were
being negleeted.  The money that has been
spent on the Canning-road would have built
the South Bwan railway.  Ministers and
some members look upon the railway im
which 1 am interested as a joke. 1 is not
much of a joke to those who belivved the
promises that politicians, ineluding the Pre-
mier, mide to them. There is no joke abont
the Jong Journevs they now have to make
W the sidings.  Probably if they have a
senze of humour they will derive some
solace from the thought that they ave help-
i to hudld up the eountry, At the same
time they are sacrificing the best years of
their lives, and their wives and children, to
ke possible the great improvements that
have taken place in the metropolitan area,
imeluding Midland Junetion und Frewantie.
It is a poor joke for the soldier settlers at
Gelagatiing who were told when they firsi
went out there that they were going to have
a ratlway. Some have been starved off their
holdings, and others have parted with their
properties at a sacrifice. The remainder have
accumnlated a debt that makes their posi-
iion Par from good. T presume they will
either be starved off their boldings or their
debts will have to Le written off, whereby
the eountry will loze turther money as a ve-
sult of this long delay. We say, “Go on
the land voung man.” Some people add,
“For God’s sake stop there. We will re-
main here. A paternal Government will
build us roads at a eost of £16,250 a mile.
We will stop where we are, and where the
white lights are. Ay you are foolish enough
to o inte the counatry yon will stay there
as long as we can keep von there” T notice
amongst the items that the Guildford-road
is costing £9,500. A sum of £30,000 is set
down for salaries in connection with the
main roads administration, and £30,000 for
ineidentals. Including the provision for pine
planting, there various items run into nearly
a quarter of a million of money. T cannot see
why we should send to England, America or
somewhere else to borrow £10,000 for pive
planting, We are already making a profit
out of the sandalwond monopaly, which was
once referred to as the “seandalwood” mon-
opoly. That money has now been paid into
Consvlidated Revenue instead of being
utilized for pine planiinz. 1 would draw the

2119

attention of the Minister for Water Supplies
to an jtem in regard o the further exten-
sion of the Belka servicee The people at
Soulh Hines Il are on a larger extension.
A charge of so much per acre is imposeu,
and this is basel upon the capitaj cost. The
Seuth MHines Hill peopte pay 2s. 6d. per
thousand acres for excess water. A few mileg
further to ihe east is ile Belka extension.
These people agreed to pay 1s. per thousand,
and the rale was subsequently reduced to
104, They maintain that what they are pay-
i s really based on the rcapital cost, in-
cluding interest, efe, and yet instead of be-
ing chaemed 2e Gd, per thonsand for exeess
water, they are paying Gs. 8d. \s they are
only two or three miles further to the east,
md no tfurther lo the south, than the clher
prope, (hey do not see why there should
he thix difference in the eharge. They agreed
to pay the ordinury rvate but they objeet to
the chavge for excess water, There is a dam
at Knungajin, and a fine water supply there.
The settlers, however, have been deprived of
their riparian rights, and have been pre-
vented from filling their own dams so that
all the water mighi run inlo the big dam.
They are now in a had way for water, If the
Minister cannot gel pipes for reticulafion
purposes | hope he will have a standpipe
fixed so that these people may have the use
nf the water.

Mr. Lindsay: That is being done now,

My, GRIFFITHS: T am glad to hear it.
[ mmust protest emphatically ngainst the
action of the Premier with vegard to the
Yorkrakine railway. He wrote a letter to Mr.
Miver of Yorkrakine and condemned the
past Administrntion for not carrying out
their promises. He said when he got into
power he wonld see that something was
done.  This House passed unanimously a
motion that the railway should be huilt.
Up to the present we have had the Eiand-
ing North, the Kuljn extension, and the
Korlzarin vailway bronsht forward, We
also hear rumonrs that other rallways from
Southern Cross are golng to be haile, and
vet this 20.vear old promise is still unre.
deemed.  This sn-called eheap money is
being n<ed to open up new country,
hut ne attempt ik heing  made to
wvet other money with which to Te-
deem these old promises. Mr. P. Me-
Mahon, Mr. Angwin and the Leader of the
Opposition persnaded a number of unem
ploved lumpers to settle in that country 20
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years ago. They were told they would
have a railway almost immediately. Owing
fo politieal manipulation, equivoeation,
evasion and broken promises, these people
are still without their railway. The excuse
is, we have =0 much to do that it is a question
of doing the greatest good for the greatest
nunber. It does not matter about honesty
or about fulfilling promises. Honour and
honesty go by the board. All the time it is
only a matter of political expediency.

[Mr. Panton took the Chair.)

MBR. BROWN (Pingelly) [740]: The
Loan KEstimates are of considerable interest
to every member, more especially when we
have been waiting a long time for some
parvtienlar work to he earried ovat in our
clectorates. 1 am pleased to see an increase
in the loan expenditure on railways and
tramways. That will be money well spent,
for it is reproductive work. There is also
to be greater expenditure on water sup-
phies and seweraze. Work of that nature
is cevtainly requived. In the development
of agriculture there has been an incrensed
monetary allowanee, I should have liked to
see morc money devoted to that purpose.
Undeubtedly avriculture is the backbone of
the country, Whatever money is spent upon
it will be of assistance to the couniry. A
fair amount of nwmey is provided for roada
and bridges. There ave alwaxs roads to
he repaired and bridges and culveris to be
constructed over watercourses. People have
been oblized for some time to get along with
what they had. Our road boards should be
assi=ted in carrving out this work, for tha
local people have heen inconvenienced for
many years owing to the lack of expendi-
ture in this direction. I am sorry to see
the same old £5,000 provided for the
Brookton-Dale railway. This sum has been
provided every year since I have been in
Parliament. A permanent survey was made
for a eertain distance, and an aerial sur-
vey was earried out but it was not safis-~
factory. I understand the Minister intends
to have another aerial survey made by a
ecompetent man using a camera, I hope
that work will be done before winter sets
in. In the ranges it is impossible to get
good visibility exeept on eclear sumwer
days,

The Minister for Works: The job de-
pends on our getting a competent man; that
is the tronble.
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Me, BROWN: If we have no competent
man in the Siate we should go outside for
one.

The Minister for Works:
experience.

Mr. BROWN: If the seitlers know that
the Government arc anxious to ecarry out'
this work, they will be gratified.  They
have agitated for a  rvailway for
30 years, and their position has not ad-
vanced o jot in all that time.  Agrienltural
development in the distriet is beine hang up.
The sooner the Government get o with the
wark fhe betier. Tt will be some cueonrace-
went to the locai people to know that the
Government do intend to build the line. The
Bill for the corstrunetion of the Karlgarin
line has Leen introduced, and 1 shali have
nothing more to say on it for the present.
That Tine aud the throngh cut from Karl-
zavin to Fremantle must alwayvs be eon-
sideved part and parcel of each other. [
am elnd to see a eertain amount of monev
sef down for the development ol acvieul-
toral water sapplics.  In Pingelly we have
had a water supply for 25 vesrs,  The
people are paying 3s. in the pound for it.
The last analvsis of the water showed 416
grains of solnble salts to the gallon, HI7 of
sodium chloride, and 22 of magnesia.

Mr. Stubbs: They will 2ll he cured down
there soon.

Mr. BROWX: The report we got back
was that the salinity was fro great even for
the orowth of erass. That is what we are
paving a rate of 3s. for. [ am g'ad the
Minister has had an inspeetion made of the
weir, and also an inspection of our Jawns,
greens and gardenc. I lope something wili
be done in the near future to cive us a
better water supply than we now have. Tor
that T am thankful. At the same time T
mention this in ease 8 eertain amount of
money has to he wriften off, so that the
House maxy not abject to it when they realise
that for 30 vears those people have heon
paying 3s. in the pound for water ihat it
is impossible to use. There iz ancther ques-
tion that T have heen hringing Lefore the
House at every possible opportuniiy, namely.
the necessary improvement to our railway
station at Pingellv. T see on the Esfimates
something like £200,000 alloeated for im-
provements to opened railwayse, No par-
tienlar items are mentioned, but 1 notice a
footnote, “See Commissioner’s report”; and
when I turn to that report, I find that it

He must have
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states that £1,600 hos been allocated for
a new railway stalion at Pingelly. 1 should
like to know from the Minister that that
really means that this sum is to In expendea
a3 soun as possible.  IF so, 1 {rnder 1nv
thanks to the Governuent, becau-e it will
be money well spent. During last winter at
130 o'clock one bitter morning I eounted
30 people on the railway platforin ai Pin-
gelly. A heavy rain wax Falling and theve
was no place whatever for the people to
stand under shelter, The station-inasier
took pitv on one or two of them: and ac-
commodated them inside the smail station-
house. Of those 30 people on th: platform,
25 boarded the train when it eame. Pin-
zelly refurns an annual railway revenue of
over £10,000, the great bulk of which
is made up of passenger trate. The
station-master informs me that this year
not one bale of wool went away by truck
from the Pingelly distriet, that the whole
of the people are thoroughly loinl to the
railways. If only because of that, the Gov-
ernment should give me the assuranec that
the erection of the new railway sintion will
be proceeded with as soon as poszible. 1T
hope that this little work will be considered
as a matter of urgeney. I have here a
photograph of the Pingelly railway station.
[t svemns incredible that this miserable little
shed, erected by the original company 40
vears ago, still doez duty as a railway sta-
tion for Pingelly. T say that Pingelly de-
serves something considerably better. How-
ever, if the Government will but follow out
the Commisssioner’s rtecommendation, we
shonld see a new station at Pingelly in the
near futnhre. We are not asking for any-
thing elaborate. The sum of £1,60G will
uet bui'd a very elaborate station: but this
is all we are asking for. T hope the Com-
missioner of Railways will have fuli power
to spend part of his vote of £200,900 in
building a new railway station at Picgelly.
I do not intend to say any move cn the
general discussion, although later T may
have a little to say ahout the railways, T
sineercly recommend the Government to oo
on as early as possible with those works T
have mentioned.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [7.43]: 1
have had the privilege of taking part in
discussions ¢n the Revenue Estimates and
the T.oan Estimates for the past 14 years.
Slowly but surely they are mounting up

(7]
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and inereasing every year. It will be ad-
mitted that side by side with the inerease
in cur revenne and loan expenditure there is
procerdine 4 considerahble amount of de-
velopment.  But it makes pause when we
consider the enormons amount of money we
are handling to-day. Already this session
we have passed Revenue Estimates totalling
£10,317,000, and now we arg being asked
to authorise loan expenditure to the tune
of €4,817,200, or a total of £15134,210. It
vertninly does seem that we are going the
pace in the expenditure of public money.
When dealing with the Hospital Fund Bill,
I drew attention to the fact that from 1924
to the present year we had incereased our
loan indebtedness per head of the population
by £20 10s,, or an average of £5 2s. per head
per annum since the present Administration
came into oftice. I admit that the financial
agreement, which now bhas every indication
of being put into effect as the result ot the
overwhelming majorily that voted in favour
ot it at the relerendum, will enable the Fed-
eral Government to wmake agreements wiih
the States. In view of that new position,
the Treasurer and the State can look for-
ward to a certain amount of relief. With.
out in any way wishing to be classed as a
pessimist, I view the tuture with some ¢on
corn, having regard to the large amount of
money we are spending. The Premier, in
dealing with the Loan Estimates, drew at-
tention to the faet that while our debt per
bead of the population is high, it is of neces-
sity higher than that of any of the Eastern
States becausze we have a very large area
of territory 1o develop with a small popu-
lation, The F'remier also drew attention to
the faet that in the Eastern States many of
the publie niilities such as 1ramways, water
supplies an: harbours are uander separate
boards empowered to go on the London mar-
ket and raise loans for the construction of
their work, and that those loans did unot
show in the indebtedness per head of popu-
lation, He also sugzested that it might be
wise to consider adopting that system in
Western Australia. It is gratifying to us
of this party, for we have advocated that
svste in season and out of season and have
made it a plank of our platform, namely,
that the public utilities in the metropolitan
aresr should be in the hands of the people
themselves.
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The Minisier for Works: Why do you not
apply that in eountry districrs?

Mr. THOMSON: We do apply it there
and have accepted it, for we have taken
over the water supply for the Katanning
district and are paying the inferest and
sinking fund,

The Minister for Works:
Narrogin?

Mr. THOMSOXN : Theie is un veason wiy
they should not do the same.

The Minister for Works: And what about
the Albany water supply?

Mr. THOMSON: 1 do not blame the
Albany people for not taking over those
water works. An estimate was submitted
to thun and tenders were called, but the
work was done by day labour and cosi con-
siderably more than the estimate. I say iv
all fairness, as the member for Pingelly said
Just now in reference to the Pingelly water
supply, that that capital cost should be
written down. In view of the cost of those
works at Albany proving to be so much
greater than the estimated cost, 1 hold that
the Government must treat that municipality
with likerality and agree to write down that
over-capitalisation.

The Minister for Works: Would you
apply that to the people of the meiropolitan
area also?

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, 1 would be pre-
pared to do so. Tt is onr policy. We say
the metropolitan area should have the con-
trol of its own water supply. After all,
we are levying upon the people a sufficient
charee by way of rates fo pay inferest and
sinking fund on those works. When the
people living in the metropolitan area arrive
at the position that fhey have materially
reduced the capital eost—und that means
less inferest—they should derive a direct
benefit by having their rates reduced. But
under the present system, if there be any
profit it goes into Consolidated Revenue and
the people of the metropolitan area =till con-
tinue to pay hy way of rates, interest and
sinking fund on the full eapital ecost.
The same thing applies to the tramway=.
If the metropolitan tramwavs had heen leit
to the City Couneil, T understand that thi~
yvear the council would have taken them
over free of cost. 1If the tramway company
had sontinued to operate the tramwavs, of
necessity they would have supplied the wants
and requirements of the people using them.

What about
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However, 1 am not blaming the present Gov
ein . ent for the purchase of the tramways,
~nee the fanit lies with a previous Admin-
istratiou, Still, a distinet injustice was
done (o the wmetropolitan yrea when the Gov-
crnment aequired (he tramways. The Pra.
mier mentioned alse the Harbour 'frust
and =aid that in Melbourne there was a
metropolitan harhour trust, the whole of
whose funds were rajsed by speeial loau,
which did not appear in the Victorian delit
per head of population.  We have before
us a return Taid on the Table recently, the
annual report and balance sheet of the Fre-
mentle Mavhour Trost for the year ended
with June, 1928 There we tind that after
li-juidoating the whole of their statuiory oh-
ligations by payments to {he Treasury of
interest of 4 per cent.,, £97,503, and a sink-
ing fund of one per eent. amounting to
£23,170, and an annual contribution to the
revewal and veplacement fund of £2,000,
there rewmined a surplus of £133,849, which
wis handed to the Treasuver to be added to
Conso'idated Revenue, The money raised
for the construetion of the Fremantle har-
hour shows in the total indebtedness per
Lkead. T we had a harbour trust such as
they have in Melbourne, which would go on
the Leaden market or the local market for
their money, after having provided interest
and sinking fund, instead of coming on ‘o
loan fonds as is done here—we lind that n
the Lean Estimates there is an amount of
2200500 for harbomrs and rivers, after a
recoup to loan suspense aceount of £13,215
—-there wonld be no necessity to increa<e
our loan indebtedness this year by £83,000
for harhour improvements at Fremantle.
That amount woald have come out of their
revenue.  Onrs is a most convenient way
of linaneing., 'We put everything possible
into revenue and we charge everything pos-
sible to loan aceount. The policy that the
Country Party have so  strenuously
advocated during the last four or
five wvears, namelv, to give various aun-
thorities contyol of utilities and power o
horrow and aect as hodies ecorporate, would
he muach hetter in the interests of the State
and in the Iong run would tend materially
to reduce charges. If we had a wetropoli-
fan harhonr (=t similar to the hodies in
the Fastern States, that hody would be abie
to reduce the charges Eor the harhour and
yet pravide for additional worlk out of the
profit made. Let me direct attention to
page 15 of the Auditor-Genceral’s report for
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the year ended the 30th June, 1028, dealing
with the Fremantle Harhour Trust. i
peinted out that certain seetions of the work
were rompleted on the Hkh June, 1027,

A cost of £218:4H42, regarding which the Eu-
gineer-in-Chief estimaied that the lean por
itvn would represcnt 54 per cent. and the
revenue portion 4} per cent. The Auditor-
General commented that the loan portion
had been c¢harged out but not the revenue
portion, the amount of which was epproxi-
mately £96,000. (4 the work done to the
Fremantle harbour to the value of €24 112,
on the advice of  the  Vonginver-in-i'hiet
£96,000 should have been charged to rev-
enue. Not one penny piece was charged to
revenue, The loan portion was charged to
loan und the balance, I presume, is still
m suspense.  Yet the TPremantle ITarbour
Trnst last vear paid into the Treasury o
sumn of £133,849.  According to the Auditor-
General, the Engineer-in-Chief also esti-
mated that the work in hand would probably
represent a fitty-fifty allocation as hetween
lean and revenue. An amount of £72,376
had been charged to loan, but again nothin:
had been charged to vevenue. The financing
of the Fremantle Harbour Trust is not sat-
isfactory,  The Engineer-in-Chief has diz-
tinctly stated that vevenue should have heen
charged with {wa large amounts, and yet
nobt n penny piece has been charped against
revenne, {hough the whole of the profii
made has been taken into Consolidated Rev-
enue. That is not sound finanece.

[Interruption from gallery: “WWhat about
the wunemployed 2  The wunemployed are
starving.”]

The CHATRMAN: The gallery will be
cleared if there is any further interruption.
The hon. member may proceed.

Mr. THOMSON: Last year there was a
slight defieit. The Anditor-General, on pages
16 and 17 of his report, mentions three ilems
totalling £67,643 that rightly should have
been charged to last vear’s expenditure. The
Auditor-General dirvected attention to the
following items:—Interest on london hank
overdraft, commission paid te the West-
minster Bank Limited, and stamp dnty on
transfers of stock. The sums represent ex-
penditure that will have to he met from rev-
enue during 1928-20. The Anditor-Ceneral
proceeded—

Aa it was kanown that payments of this
nalurr would arise in Londen arrangements
should lave been made to enable the year's
expenditure being charged.
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He was referring to a swin of £26,037 that
should have heen charged against last year’s
revenue.

En the case o0 enllectiuns arrangements were
made, and dews sueh as inlercst oo credit bud-
ey 485 34, 1ud., rent £200, and trade facil
ities grant, m.s. ‘‘Koolinda’’ £7,091 1s. 7d.,
were credited to the revenue fund.

Apparently it was convenient for the Trea-
surer to omit £26,037 that should have been
charged against the yenr’s revenue, but he
was only too pleased to eredit revenue with
an amount of approximately £8,000 of eol-
lections. 1 have said before and I infend to
repeat it even at the risk of being considered
a bore—on the principle that the constant
dripping of water will wear away a stone—
that I hope sooner or later to be able to eon-
vince the House that it would be in the in-
terests of sound finance lo appoint a publie
accounts committee. If we had sueh a com-
mittee, many items referred to in the
Auditor-General’s report would immediately
receive close attention,

[Interruption from gallery: “What abount
sustenance for the unemployed? The unem-
ployed are starviug.”]

Mr. THOMSON : I think, Mr. Chair-
man—-——

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member may
proceed

Mr. THOMSON: 1 hope that ultimately
we shall be able to getl a public acecounts com-
mittee that will more closely serutinise the
finances of the State. Last year we spent
under Loan Estimates a sum of £4,680,260
and this vear the Treasnrer is asking us to
approve of £4,817,200. The salaries under
the heading of departmental for the Works,
Water Supply, Main Roads Board, Tram-
ways, Group Settlement and Immigration
Depariments show an increase of £62,641.
It is time we were in a position more closely
to serutinise expendifure when, with a small
increase of less than £150,000 of loan funds,
we are charging up to loan for salaries an
increase of £62,641. The amounts seem alto-
gether disproportionate, and one wonders
whether as regards salaries we are not drift-
ing into the same position into which ap-
parently we have drifted in the matter of the
Fremantle Harbour Trust, where costs that

.in the opinion of the engineer should legiti-

mately be levied against revenme are heing
charged to loan aecoant. Aeccording to the
publie aceounts there is charged up to group
settlement £5,584,536. Last vear the expendi-
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ture was £895,902 and this year it is
£800,000, or £95,000 less. I know that the
Government are in a very diffienlt position
as regards group settlement. They appointed
a hoard to see if the seheme could be put on
a proper footing and seftlers Lave been
transferred to other holdings to give them
a reasonable chance of suceess. This House
has recently passed a Bill for the appoint-
ment of another board to value the proper-
ties and assess the amount to be charged
against group settlements. To-day I trav-
elled along the Rockingham-road and passed
portion of the Peel Estate where [ saw house
after bouse with the windows falling out. I
saw s0 many empiy cottages that if anyone
could view them without feeling, as 1 did,
a degree of bitter disappointment and a
greater degree of sadness, he must be very
differently consfituted, Those houses are
vacant and are falling into disrepair. I re-
gret that the Minister in ¢harge of group
settlement is suffering ill-health. T believe
the enormous strain imposed upon him fo
straighlen ount the awful mess into which
group settlement generally drifted, materi-
ally helped to undermine his health,
I wish to impress upon the Government the
hnperative necessity for doing something
with those blocks on the Peel Estate which
to-day are lying idie. If they are not to
be used for settlement punrposes, the Gov-
ernment should sell them by anction. Many
people would be willing to hid for them
as seaside residences or camps, and in that
way the Government would recoup them-
selves for some of the expenditure from
which there is apparently no hope of other
return. T appea) to the Minister for Works,
the only Minister present, to make a note
of my soggestion.

The Minister for Works: The buildings
might be shifted to other groups.

Mr. THOMSON : The sooner that is done,
the hetter, because any property standing
empty and visited by picknickers and
campers undergoes serious deterioration,

Mr. Sampson: Some of the buildings
are being stolen.

Mr. THOMSON: I believe so. Under the
heading of group settlement the Revenuve
Fstimates show an amount of £14,670
transferred to L.pan. The amount repre-
sents salaries and other expenses for the
work of the board and varions officials. I
have endeavoured to ascertain, and would
like to ascertain, how much of that amuunt
is being charged against the settiers. or
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to what account the money is being debited.
Instead of continning to load the remain-
ing group settlers with more and more over-
head charges, we should endeavour to get
the bloeks capitalised, so that the settlers
may know where they stand. A large
ammount of money spent on roads and drains
should not be charged against the settlers.
Last year the State expended £895902 on
group settlements, and this year an expen-
diture of £800,000 is proposed, making a
egrand total of about £6,300,000 expended
on group settlements. We are enabled to
finance ot present thanks to migration
money, the so-called cheap money; but the
time is not far distant when we shall find
ourselves faeed with a serious finaneial
position. Were it not for the benefits to be
derived from the Financial Agreement, in-
creased taxation would have to be rescrted
to in order thot the State might pay its
way. T repeat, in my opinion it is absol-
utely necessary to appoint a public aceounts
committee. T have repeatedly asked in this
House whather the State is getting full
value for moneys cxpended on publie works.
This year sowe £4,800,000 is asked for, and
a large proportion of that amount is to be
spent in the construction of railways and
roads. Like the member for Pingelly {Mr,
Brown) I am disappninted at the ahsence
of provision for the contruction of the
Boyup Brook-Cranbrook railway. If the
member for Nelson (Mr. J. H, Smith) were
present, he might ask, as he did the other
night, why I am interested in the South-
West. A considerable portion of the rail-
way in question traverses my distriet, al-
though the line beging in the Nelson dis-
triet and ends in Lhe Albany distriet. The
seftlers are most anxions to kpow what is
the position regarding that railway, and
they are extremely disappointed because it
has not been possible to arrange a Lour for
& Parliamentary party to inspeet the route
and become acquainted with the wonderful
possibilities of the distriet, as weil as the
urgent need for the railway. We had
hoped to get the Minister {or Lands to
traverse the country with us, but unfor-
tunately, owing to the absence of ti-at Ain-
ister and to the faet of the Honse heing in
session, we have not heen able to secure the
attendance of a representative of the (ov-
ernment. Consequently the tour has been
abandoned for the time being. We had
boped that the Premier when journeving
to Bridgetown would be able to eomnply with
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the request of the seitlers to inspect the
route, catching a train at Cranbrook; but
nnfortunately the hon. gentleman could Lot
spare the time, The settlers are also
greatly disappointed at the faet that no
provision is made for the railway beyond
the amount of £5,000 whieh has appeared
on previous estimates. As regards develop-
ment of new areas it has been stated in the
Press that the Apricultural Bank have
refused to make advapoces to settlers. I
do not blame the Agricultural Bank trus-
tees, who are enfrusted with a large sum
of money which they must advance so as
to further land development, subject to the
settler having a reasonable chance to make
good. The policy which the Country Party
lnid down for land development by wenns
of cheap money has largely been carried
into effeet by the Government, and that isa
matter of gratification to the party, who
have a knowledge of the best means of de-
veloping the lands of the State. We suggest
further that in new areas it is not fair fo
ask the Agricuitural Bank to advaiee money
bevond what the trustees consider the safe
limit—namely, 20 miles. The Government
are now throwing open blocks of land—and
in respect of them asking settlers 1o eomply
with the residential eonditions—whil:% there
is no possibility of getting to the hlocks,
not even an axe track to them being avail-
able. Neither are there any watcr supplies
on the blocks. As regards the Government’s
big development scheme, I suggest that they
place in the hands of the Agricultural Bank
trustees a sum of money to be advanced to
settlers in new areas for the prrpose of
assisting them in clearing and fencing. The
amount should not be regarded as money
of the Agricultnral Bank, but as meney to
be advanced side by side with the expendi-
tare of public funds in the provision of
roads and water supplies. Advances under
this head should he on the same conditions
as advances to eclients of the Acricultnra!
Bank located within 1214 miles of a rail-
way. TIf the land is good enongh for the
Government to send out surveyors to snb-
divide i1t, and if the Government are right
in accepting deposits for surver fees, the
State of Western Australia shoull back the
Government’s opinion of the land by ad-
vancing money to assist settlers on it in the
same way as settlers on other areas have
been and are being assisted. I d-: not sog-
gest that the procedure should be as in the
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case of the group scttlements. I have been
severely criticised, and so have members of
my party, for contending righy irom the
beginning that the methods adopled were
foredoomed to failure. It is no satisfactiou
to us to be able to say, “We tol¢ you s0”
I would much rather be in a position o
congratulate the Government, ard say to
them, “I am glad we were wrong.” T am
clad that the group settlements ave a sue-
cess. 1 commend wyou for your forevight.”
But we knew that the conditions involved
failure.

Mp. Teesdale: Why stress it? it has been
put right. Let the dead past bory its dead.

The CHAIRMAXN: Order!

Mr. Teesdale: You foretold all thiz, and
it has ecome off. Well?

Mr. THOMSON: I was not zware that
the member for Roebourne had arvthing to
do with group sefilement. I reaily thought
that was a matter introduced by the people
of Western Australia and supported by this
Parliament,

Mr. Teesdale: I have something to do
with loyzalty to party, and that is more than
¥on bave. :

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. THOMSON: I am dealing with
group scttlement, whieh has cost the State
some five millions sterling. Whei: we have
next year's Estimates before us, together
with the Aunditor-General's repori. we shall
find that six millions have been spent.

Mr. Teesdale: But do not sugmest that the
six millions were all spent by ono Govern-
ment.

The CHATRMAN: Order!
member must keep order.

Mr. THOMSON: T suggest to ths hon.
member that when my completed speech has
been printed in “Hansard,” he should be
good cnough fo read it. Then 1 think he
will be man enongh to apologice to me
for—

Mr, Teesdale: I shall never apologise to
vou for saving that the six milions were
not spent by one party.

Mr. THOMSOXN : It will be found next year
that over six millions has been spent. I
recommend the hon. member to rend the
Public Accounts. Perhaps, like some other
members, he does not read them. T have a
dutv to perform to the State, and T shall
perform it to the best of my ability. I am
merely expressing a wish that the same
principle should not be adopted in connee-

The hon.



2126 |ASSEMBLY.]

tion with the settlement of new areas as
unfortunately was adopted in eonnection
with the group seftlements. Therefore let us
deal with them through the Agricultural
Bank, and I feel sure that from the ex-
perience the olficers of the bank have had,
the amount of money that will be made
available by the Governnent for the develop-
ment of those areas will be well spent, and
that the State will zet a reasonable return.
In my opinion we are not getting value for
the money we are spending in connection
with  our public works. We passed
a Bill recently to authorise the Kulja
Bastward railway extenzion. In reply
te a query hy the Leader of the
Opposition  the  Minister for Works
stated that the estimated cost of that line
wonld be £4,600 a mile. I have stated that
that figure, in my opinion, is too high. The
Minister told ws that there were
ne engineering difficulties and conse-
quently it is hard to understand
how such a high estimate is arrived
al. Before I resume my seat 1 intend to
move that these esiimales be reduced by a
substantial sum, as an indication to the
Government that they should call for ten-
ders for the constrnetion of railways, so
that at least we may have an adequate check
upon that work being dene by the State and
ou the expenditurc of enormons sums of
moncy every year. The estimated cost of that
railway, as I have said, is £4,600 a mile. T
have been informed—and perhaps the Min-
ister for Works will again charge me wit
listening to tittle-tattle and which, acecording
to him, I am only too pleased to repeat

The Minister for Works: Yon bave that
reputation.

Mr. THOMSON:
it to me.

The Minister for Works: You have it.

Mr. THOMSON: I drew the Minister's
attention to the faet that T am no mov
eritical than he was when he was sithing
on this side of the House.

The Minister for Works:
vour heing critieal.

Mr. THOMSON: I claim that T awm
only as eritical as the Minister was when he
was on this side of the House, and T am
only exereising the privilege that he exer-
cised. He accused me of listening to tittle-
tattle when we visited the Fremantle har-
bour.

You would like fo eiv

T do not mind

The Minister for Works:
did.

Mr. THOMSON: When I returned to
this Honse I said that three members of the
Fremantle Harbour Trust had imparted to
me and to a colleague the information that
I gave.

The Minister for Works: They denied it.

Mr. THOMSON: One of the men who
gave me certain information was appeinted
by the present Government. The statement
I made then I believe t¢ be correet.

The Minister for Works: There were not
three members of the Trust with us that
morning.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Katanning will address the Chair,

Mr. THOMSON: The statement I made
on that occasion was correct. I never make
mis-statements to this House,

The Minister for Works: The members
of the Harbhour Trust denied it.

Mr. THOMSON: Let me den) with the
railways under econstruction. When the
Nerseman-Salmen Gums railway was be-
ing extended towards Esperance a strike oc-
curred, and a condition imposed npon the
department by the union secretary was that
only half a mile of rails per day should be
laid. T am informed that that rule, if it
can be so called, i3 in existence to-day.

The Minister for Works: Yon are en-
tirely wrong.

Mr. THOMSON :
is so.

The Minister for Works: Of course, you
are informed, All ihe same, you are wrong.

Mr. THOMSBON: T am informed that
an quite a number of the railways that are
heiny eonstructed under the present system
very often by 3 o'clock the day's work
is done and the men return to their homes,

The Minister for Works: More tittle-
tattle that you have listened to!

My. THOMSON: Of course it will be
called tittle-tattle,

The Minister for Works: It is in keeping
with vour history; facts are like a foreign
langunge to you.

My. THOMSON: T am talking facts.

The Minister for Works: It is an record
that you listen to every kerbstone varn.

Mr. THOMSON: Tt was recorded in
“Hansard” and the public Press that the
Norseman railway extension was eonstrneted
at the rate of half a mile a day.

Of course you

I am informed that it
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The Minister for Works: There was not a
word of iruth in that and it was never stated
in this House. Youn are always wrong.

Alr. THOMSON: It was stated in this
House and it appeared in the Press,

The Minister for Works: And it was
strenuously denied.

Mr. THOMSON : The Minister denied on
the floor of this House that men were sent
to work on main roads without tools.

The Minister for Works: Yes, and I deny
it now.

Mr. THOMSON: Then what about the
evidenge that bas appeared in the papers
#s having heen given before the select com-
mittee?

The Minister for Works: No sueb evidence
has bLeen given and no such evidence has
been published. That, too, with your stacked
select commmnitiee and your biased erities!
XNo snch evidence has come out.

The CHATRMAN: Order! Will the mem-
ber for Katanning get back to the subjeel
matter of the Loan Estimates. '

Mr. THOMSON: I will do so if the Min-
ister will refrain from interjecting.

The Minister for Works: Well, stick fo
facis.

AMr, THOMSON: On the Minister’s own
showing the estimated cost of the Kulja
Fastward railway is £4,600 o mile. I have
stated in this House, nol onee hut scores of
timnes, that we have no check upon the publie
works tn-day so far us costs are concerned.
T nm going to supply the House with infor-
mation whieh, in my opinion, will show the
need for agreeing to the motion I propose
to move. We are aware that there is a de-
posit of manganese at Horseshoe, and we
know that a railway, 80 miles in length,
has heen constructed from Meekatharra to
Horseshee. So far as I know, that line has
heen eonsiructed with rails similar to those
used elsewhere in the country. I know that
the freight on the sleepers was more than
the cost of the sleepers themselves., and vet
that line cost only £2 500 a mile to build.

Mr. Kennedy: And about the first train
that went over it was derailed.

Mr. Marshall: T wish to (fod yon wonld
not talk about that line

Mr. THOMSON: T snppose the hon.
member knows how the derailment neenrred,
With our own boasted system and all our
ruhblic eonveniences. costing az much as thev
have dome, we too have derailments.
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Mr. Marshall: I wish you would not refer
to that railway.

Mr. THOMSON: Eighty odd wmiles of
ratlway  from Meekatharra to Horseshos
was built ai # cost of £2,500 a mile,

Mr. Kennedy: They used secondhand 45-
Ih, rails on that line. On the Kulja line 60-
Ih rails are ta be used.

Mr. THOMSON: [ will be generous and
give vou in the 60-lb. rails.

Mr. A. Wansbrough:; The Horseshoe line
was laid on the surface, while the other has
engineering difficulties.

Mr. Teesdale: The hon. member knows
nothing whatever about it. He never saw
the railway in hix life and probably never
will see it. 1 happened to go over it just
lately.

Mr. THOMSON: Here is a railway built
at 2 cost of £2,500 a mile, and built with
money advanced by the Government through
the Industties Assistance Board, and yet the
Kulja Eastward railway is to cost £4,600 a
mile, a difference of £2,100 a mile in favour
of the HMorseshoe line.

dir. Teesdale: 'Mhe Horseshor line has
heen passed by the Commissioner and four
of his officers as being satisfactory, and
they are not amateurs, either.

Mr. THOMSON: If the railway iz good
enongh to be passed by the Commissioner
and his officers, and if it is considered good
enongh by the people interested in the man-
aancse deposits to carry their freirht to
Geraldton

Mr. Teesdale: It will earry a load of 700
{ons,

Mr. THOMSON: Then there is sufficient
justifieation for us to ask the House
tn pas< o resnlution that il iedieate
to the QGovernment that we desire to
have an adequate cheek npon the cost of
ratlwav consirvefion. At the oresent time
the Government snbhmit an estimate to wus
and we are not in the position, not having
a public works committee, to cheek the
fieures in anv manner, shape or form. Tt is
not in the interests of the State. nor in the
interests of the workers themselves, that the
vresent hich c¢ost of railway corstructior
<honld continue. T go so far as te sav that
if we ecan have railways construeted as
wer have had the line construcled from
Motkathavra to Horseshoe, capahie of haunl-
ine a load of 700 tons——
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Mr. Marshall: [ advise you strongily not
to be teo enthusiastic abont that line.

My, THOMSON: I am prepared to take
the opinion of the member for Roebourne
before that of the member for >urchison
on the subjeet of that railway.

The Minister for Weorks: That 1a why
the member for Roehourne fost his job as a
direetor; thy sacked him,

Mr, Chesson: The line has not even been
ballasted.

Mr, Teesdale: If the hon. member had
as much ballast as there is on that line,
he would be all right.

Mr, Marshall: It might earry him, and
that’s all.

AMr, Chesson: I know what it will carry

My, THOMSON: Anyhow, there we have
an illustration of a line built by a private
company at a cost of £2,500 a mile capable
of carrying n load of 700 fons.

The Minister for Railways: It would carry
7,000 tons if it were running down hill.
That does not signify anything.

Mr, THOMSON: If it is eapable of
carrying a 700-ton load of manganese ore,
I think we c¢an with Hustice say that if
similar lines were constructed in our agri-
culétural areas——

Mr. Marshall: God forbid!

Mr. THOMSON : —It would be of ad-
vantage to the country. We huve large
areas to open up and develop and if we
could build railways in a similar way, it
would be possible to construct anbout two
miles for every mile we build to-day.

Mr. Marshall: I did not wani this rail-
way referred to at all. I know a bil more
about it than youn do.

Mr, Teesdale: You are an encyclopoedia
on everything.

The CHATRMAN: The member for
Murchison must keep order and so also must
the member for Roebourne.

Mr. THTOMSON: Tt rather staggers me
to find, in view of the large revenue we
receive from timber royalties, the sum of
£10,0060 set down on the Loan Estimates
for reforestation. That money should come
ont of the funds of the Forests Depart-
ment. The finaneial position of the State
requires close seratiny, I have grave
doubts whether we are getting value for
the money we spend. As an indication to
the Government that they should call for
tenders for all works in order to get a
comparisen of costs, T intend to move that
these Fstimates be reduced by £5,000.

{ASSEMBLY .}

The CHAIRMAN: I think the hon. mem-
ber had better content himself with ouflin-
ing his motion, and moving it at a later
stage. 1f the motion is moved now there
can be no discussion. [ suggest that the
mmotion be read so as te indicate its eon-
tents, and before it is moved other mem-
bers may desire te speak npon the Esti-
mafes. When the motion is finally moved
there will be no further discussion.

Mr. THOMSON: I have no desire fo
burk diseussion. 1t is my intention to
move “that in the opinon of this House the
fovernment should eall for tenders for pub-
lie works.”

The CHHAIRMAN: The bon. member
cannot move a substantive motion of that
nature, but he can move to reduce the BEsri-
mates.

Mr. THOMSON: I intend to move later
that the Xstimates be reduced by £5,000.

The CHAIRMAN: The moving of tha
motion will mean the elosing of the debate.
Tf any member desires to reply te any
statement that has been made about the
lioan Kstimates, he must do so now.

[Mr. Lambert took the Chair.)

MR. ANGELG (Gascoyne) [8.48]: This
State comprises approximately one millivn
square miles. That which lies north of the
26th parallel covers about 600,000 square
miles. The North-West, as we know it,
therefore comprises about 60 per cent. of
the State. I have gone earefully through
the Loan Estimates and all T can find is
provision for the expenditure in the North-
West of £10,000. This runs out at 029 per
cent. of the total amount of loan expen-
diture. T rigse to protest against this eon-
tinwous negleet of that part of the State.
Tor years Governments have told us they
acknowledge the necessity for peopling and
developing the North-Wesi. They realise
the danger of not doing so, and every yvear
they have promised that it will receive theit
early attention. T have been in the House
for 12 years. I have seen in the Governor's
speech about six veferences to the North-
West, each of two lines,

Hon, (i. Taylor: That is something to
go on with.

Mr. ANGELO: Recently, even these
small references have disappeared. Some
18 months ago when the last elections were
heing held, almost the entire Cabinet
visited the North-West.
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Hon. 4. Taylor:
a new steamer.

Mr. Lindsay: Tt was election time.

My, ANGELO: DExactly. If only ope-
tenth of the promises that were made by
them had taken tangible form on the Loan
Estimates I would not have risen to my
feet.

The Minister for Works:
heen esrried out.

Mr, ANXGELO: J have not seen them.

The Minister for Works: You have not
been in the North-\West.

Mr. ANGELQ: The Minister himself
did not make many promises, but his ecol-
leagues made several that have uot been
fulfilled.

The Minister for Works:
were not forgoten.

.

Mr. ANGEILQ: There is only one item
on the Estimates, No. 42, that affects the
North. This promises Onslew a tramway,
a new locomotive, Beadon Point a jetty and
a goods shed, yard ete, Carnarvon river
draining works, new rolling stock and other
works as authorised. This covers the
expenditure of £10,000 out of a total loan
expenditure of £4,817200. Ttem No. 7
deals with water snpplies, agricultural, and
North-West distriets. If we turn to the
items themselves we find no mention of the
North-West. Evidently that is put in as a
bluff or as a solace for North-West mem-
bers. I have risen to make my annual pro-
test against the continued neglect of the
North, The negleet is eriminal when we
realise the increasing danger of leaving un-
peopled that part of the State. The Pre-
mier promised that hefore the session ended
an opportunity would be given to discuss
the latest proposals relative to the North-
West,

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in referring to that question.

Mr. ANGELO: WWhen the time comes I
hope members will note how poorly the
Morth-West has been treated, not only on
the TLoan Estimates. but aiso on the
Revenue Estimates.

They were trying out

They have alf

Those [ made

MR, SAMPSON (Swan) [8.55]: No
doubt we shall hear a good deal about the
need for retaining control of the North-
West.

The CHATRMAN : Order! That question
cannot now be discussed.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Estimates do not
indicate sincerity on the guestion of retain-
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ing the North-West. Unless something is
done to make it possible for people to live
there and make a living there, we cannot
hope to retain that part of the State. The
figures show that the population is decreas-
ing.

Mr. Angelo: It has decreased 1215 per
cent. in the last ten years.

Mr. SAMPSON: I feel deeply the posi-
tion of the North-West, which now consti-
tutes a menace to the Stafe as well as the
Compusiivenlth, 1 oregret to find no provi-
sion for the Brookton-Armadale railway. As
has been shown by figures, it iz a practicable
proposition. Mueh saving would he effected
in the cost of transport, and it would hring
Brookton and distrieis east of Brookton very
much nearer io Fremantle. [t would also
make possible the production of wheat on a
more profitable seale in that particular area,
Between Brookton and Armadale there are
magnificent gullies which could be utilised
if railway transport were available. It
would also lead to the zreater utilisation of
the Jandakot or Armadale-Fremantle rail-
way, which is not used nearly as mueh as it
ought to be. In addition, the line would
relieve the Perth railway vard. Al things
considered, the recommendations of the Rail-
way Advisory Board are fully justified.

Mr, A. Wansbrough: Tt would enst £10,000
a mile to conslruet.

Mr. SAMPSON: The cost of construction
may be heavy in certain parts, but on the
figures submitted there would be a saving
beeanse of the reduced cost that would be
effected in other directions. 1 thought we
might hear something about water supply
extensions and the proposed Canning reser-
voir, The Minister will, I hope, make 2z
statement on this point. One would be wel-
comed not only by people in the metropoli-
tan area, but by those outside it, beeause it
would mean a great deal of work. The pro-
posal must be carried oot in the near future.
A decision may be difficult to arrive at, but
when the Minister is prepared to make a
statement, T know it will be gladly received.
I am pleased to note that the Narrogin
School of Agriculture is being extended.
The school is becoming more useful every
year for the purpose for which it was estab-
lished. 1 hope there will be some practical
recognition of the fruit industry by the es
tablishment of fruit experimental farms, and
that funds will be provided for that purpose.
When T was in London the importance of
maintaining the contnuity of supplies of
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Western Australian apples was stressed by
the frnit merchants of Covent Garden and
also on the Continent, partienlarly in Vienna
and Hamburg. If we gave greater attention
to the produetion of fruit it would mean
that in place of an intermittent suppiy we
would be able to hold the market regulariy.
Last year, because of the short supply of
apples our markets went to New Zealand.
Those who had developed a number of eus-
tomers for Western Australian apples found
that that trade went to the New Zealand
growers. Another matter, one which inter-
ests the Minister for 'Railways, is the need
for refrigerated ears or trucks for the
conveyanee of fruit. At present louvred
trucks are used, bui countries that have had
greater experience in the convevance of
fruit realise it is impossible to convey fruit
in proper -condition unless the trucks are
refrigerated, That would materially heip
in regard to the pre-cooling of fruit; be-
canse if in plaee of the vehicles that are
used to-day a properly refrigerated fruek
were used——

The CHAIEMAN : Order! The hon. mem-
ber is digressing from the Estimates in dis-
cussing fruits and markets,

Mr. SAMPSON: Far be it from me fo
infringe upon the Chairman of Committees,
bis good nature or his judgment. I will
refrain from continuing with the subject.
Still, it would not be difficult to show
that in the Estimates the earriage of frust
is referred to in respect of rolling stock, al-
though not in the provision of refrigerating
trucks, which ig essentizl in a hot country
such as this.

Mr., North: Would they be very costly
to construct?

Mr. SAMPSON : No, they are practically
the same as the existing trucks, except that
there is provision for the carriage of
ice. As to the pre-cooling of fruit, there is
the old subject of the erection of a pre-
cooling store on the Fremantle wharf, Be-
yond reiterating that need, I will say no
more on the subject. I am anxious to see
the Albany-road at Cannington connected
by a through road from Midland Junction.
That could be done. There is a surveyed
road over (erritory which is quite in aceord-
ance with the PFederal-State conditions in
respect of grades. Tf that road, the Haw-
tin-road, were econstructed it would bring
inlo use a large tract of country at present
pracfieally idle. T venfure to bring this to
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the notice of the Minister and I hope that
under the Federal-State scheme it will be
proceeded with. It has been recommended
by different authorities, namely, the Gos-
nells, the Canning, the Durling Range, and
the Swan road boards and the Midland June-
tion Municipal Couneil, Tt would be a very
good thing if that road were construeted.
I submit that the Hawtin-road alone jus-
tifies an expression of opinion in the House
and I hope the Minister will give considera-
tion to it

MR. NORTH (Claremont} [9.5]: I have
but a few words te say. The Minister for
Works will remember that about =1x wmonths
ago a large deputation waited cu him in
respect of level erossings. ITe promised tfo
have an inquirycmade and that tlere would
be a routine scheme for eonstructing a few
overhead crossings ever vear. T should like
the Minister when replying to tell us what
action has been taken in the Claremont.
Cottesloe distriet. I understand ‘here were
some nagotiations in regard fo it, and T
know the publie would be very glad to learn
of the action taken, becanse there are many
dangerous crossings in that district. T
notice that at the annual meeting of the
Claremont Munieipal Council complaints
were made regarding the water. To me
that was rather surprising, because T under-
stood that during the last few weeks or
months the water has been very much
cleaner in the Claremont-Cottesloe area. T
should like the Minister to make inquiries.
It must be pretty bad when the people
come to the annual meeting of the conmeil
to complain, for generally those annual
meetings are but poorly attended.

Mr. Clydesdale: Then it is very different
from Cottesloe.

Mr. NORTH: Quite. Evidently there is
some bad trouble in Claremont abount the
water. [ want to urge that the Government
during the summmer months should prepare
some Scheme to cope with the snnual re-
currence of unemployment in the winter.
Certain requests have bheen made in mv
district regnrding the storm waier in the
depresions, such as Butler’s Swamp. T§
the result of the report of the Engineer-in-
Chief respesting the rising water table in
tue metropolitan area could be analysed and
somethine of that sort dealt with, we would
have there a volume of work that snight lax
fer vears and vears and could be earried o
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when tnemployment was acute in the winter
nionths,

Hon. . Taylor: There is unen.plovinent
now.

Mr. Thomson: Yes, judging by *he inter
jections from the gallery to-night.

Mr. NORTH: That may be ouly the after-
math of last winter’s trouble. I is possibla
that i the Government during the summer
time were to look into the matter we shonlt
hiave some concerete seheme for a programme
uf’ winter work, not absolutely pressing, hu:
which ¢ould be carried out when unemploy-
ment was acute. At sueh times uniess there
is a defipite programme of work: there is
an inelination to spend money in make-
shifts that nre subsequently regretted. T:
is natural when we have huondreds ol me:
knocking at the door of the Government for
employment that there is a tendency to start
work that is not permanent work. Money
spent on such work is largely wasted and
causes wnemployment later on, whereas if
we had some permanent work jprepared,
such as the draining of our swamps, it eould
wnit uniil things were bad and we had un-
employment amongst us.  As the result of
that poliey we would soon have so-ie rapital
improvements in the metropelitan area.

HON, G. TAYLOR (Mo, Marvgaret}
[9.10]: T would not huve made any remarks
on these loan Estimates but for what has
oezmrred this evening. T have been here
some 27 or 28 vears discussing kstimates,
and I have come to the eonclusion that what
one says upon them is not of much avail
We are ealled npon to vote €4800,000 of
Loan Estimates, and we have voted Loan
Tistimates of £4,000,000 per anoum for the
past foor vears. Yet we find that we have
with ns uremployed both in winter and in
swmmer. We are spending this hnge amount
of money and still we eannot keep onr penple
in work. There must be somethine wrone
somewhere.

Mr. Thom=on: That iz right.

Hon. . TAYLOR: T{ is nn nse talk-
ing abont it: we ought fo trv to solve the
problem. Talking in this Chamber, ron-
demning the Government for loose adminis-
fration. bad administration, will not lelp
those who are looking for work, will not
help the people who are more or less
hungry. There must be some reason why
with the hnee expenditure of loan funds
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and with Kevenne Estimates up to ten mil-
lions, we are still in such a position. It is
time the Government and Parliament sat up
and took poiice. It is all very well to say
that this is the cause or that is the cause,
hut we ought to try to solve the problem.
We are voting £4,800,000, in consequence of
whirh we shall have {o raise from revenue
£2064,600 per annum to pay interest, sinking
fund and other charges. We can only do
that by spending all this money in a way
thal will produce wealth, and we ecannot pro-
duee wealth unless we have work for our
paople and can keep them employed. We
cannot have a happy community of people
while we have men coming into the State’s
debating Chamber and erying that the
people are starving and want work. I have
been in the House for 27 years, and I have
never hefore seen that spectacie. TIn view
of our huge expenditure it is a shame, and
we must all aceept our share of the respon-
sibility. We have a wonderful credit on the
money markets of the world, the best of
all the States of the Commonwealth, and
still thiz is the position in which we find
owrselves—spending huge soms of money
and vet mnahle to find employment for our
people.

AMlr, Clvdesdale: Did not the business
people of Perth eall » meeting and try to
solve the problem?

Hon. G TAVLOR: We must solve it
We must not spend huge sums of money
without produecing wealth and keeping our
people emploved.  [f we cannot do hetler
than {hal, we ought to get out.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
Ao MeCallwo-—South  Fremantle)  [9.12]:
Before tha Alinister replie< to the debate |
have one or iwo points upon which T should
like to say o few words. First T want to
deal with the statement made by the mem-
ber for Katanning {3Mr, Themsen} regard-
ing the Railway Estimates,  He sald the
union imposed on the department the con-
dition of hall a mile construction per dav,
and that the line was completed under those
conditions, He said he had read it i the
Press. | do nol know where else he could
have learnt it. His statement is just annther
in the long list that has secored for the hon.
member the reputation of being the wreat-
est po=sible garbare collertor this eountry
has.
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My, Thomson: 1 protesi against that, It
is mosl offensive, and L wish it to be with-
drawn,

The CHAIRMAN: The Minister must
withdraw that statement.

The MINTSTER FOR WOREKS: I with-
draw, I say that time after time the hon.
memher gets up in the Honse and repears
this tittle-tattle. No matter how strongly
and foreibly a Minister denies it and pro-
duces the tacts and the evidence, the hon.
metnber brnshes aside the Minister and b
iens to somebody on the street who has no
evidence but all the inelination to deceive.
Then the hon. member comes here and on
the foor of the Hounse repeats statements
that have not in them any foundation of
faet. It brands him as——

Mr, Thomson: I must request the Minis-
ier to withdraw the statement that I come
to this House and make statements that
have no foundation in faet.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: 1 will
prove in two minutes that the statement
has no foundation in faet.

Mr. Thomson: I ask that the statement
be withdrawn. Tt is offensive and is not
correct.

The CHATRMAN: [ point out to the
member for Iatanning that the Minister
" did not state that he made an untruthful
statement, He said untrnthful statements
were made, which s quite n different thing.

Mr. Thomson: No: the Minister definitely
=uid | came fo the Mouse and made siate-
ments that were ‘without foundation and
were untrue. .

The CHAIRMAN: No; be said you re-
peated statemenis that were not true. Tt
does not follow that you are being accnsed
of making untrathfu! statements.

Mr. Thomson: Tf that is the iniention
of (e Minister, | shall aceept vour ruling,
so‘l?ug: as it is recorded.

The CHATRMAN: T have given my rul-
ing. The Minister may proceed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I shail
explain just what happened. Tt appeals 1o
me that if there is one man in this House
whose snpport the Government and I as
Minister should get for the stand that was
taken, it is the hon. member. A certain
section of men on the line being constructed
adopted the attitude that half a mile a day
was sufficient work and that they were not
going to construct any more than half a
mile a day.
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Hon., (. Taylor: That would depend un
the number of men yon had on the jab.

Tie MINISTER FOR WORKS: Thai
was their case.

Hon. G. Taylor: It might have been quite
enough,

The MINISTER FOR WORIKS: When
the men cume to me I 1old them that there
woull be no go-slow poliey, that the party,
the trades union movement and the Gov-
crnment  would not stand  for any go-
slow  poliey, and that it was a prin-
¢iple Labour in thiz country would nat
tolerate and | would not be a party to it
There was to be ne limitation of output;
if they said they would construet a
quarter of a mile, 100 yards, or even three
miles a day, we wounld nceept no limita-
tion.  The Arbitration Court was ealled in
and the whole ease was argued as to the
number of men to be employed on the dif-
ferent seetions of the job. The cnginger’s
evidenee was before the court and the eourt
fixed the number of gangs and stipolated
the mileage to be done according fo the
number of wen in the gangs. The balance
of the line was completed at an average of
three-quarters of a mile to one mile a day.
Those are the faets.

Hon. G. Taylor: With a larger number
of men.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
strength of the different gangs was fixed
by the Arbitration Court. At no time, ex-
cept dnring the dav and a half over whicl:
the proceedings extended. was the half mile
o dav in operation.  Yet the hon. member
vomes Tere and makes that statement.

Mr. Thomson: T repeat that it appeared
in the Press.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
care what appeared in the Press.

Mr. Thomson: Tt was also stated in this
House.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not to
my knowledge.

Mr. Thomson:
to it in this House,

The MTNISTER FOR WORKS: Ti was
never pui to me ns Minister in charge of
the department. Yet the hon. member ac-
cepts a statement like that and savs the line
was eompleted under those coenditions.

My, Thomson: That is the statement that
appeared in the Press. ]

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: After
the Arbitration Court inquired into the
case and fixed the conditions the job was

Attention was directed



[29 NovemsEr, 1928.]

finished under those conditions. Yet the
member for Katanning comes here and
makes a statement of that kind. What
Lmit is there to the hon. member? I there
any limit to what he will say? There is
no lunit.

Mr. Clydesdale:
week.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I dare
say he will go out to-morrow and repeat it.

Mr. Thomson: Tf necessary, I shall re-
peat it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
no donbt you will repeat it. You will re-
peat anything when yon cannot be nailed
down.

My, Thomson: .\nd vo will you.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: You
will repeat anything when you cannot be
eaught, but you caunot get away with that
kind of stoff in my presence.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I must ask
the Minister to address the Chair, and not
the member for Katanning.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: The
hon. member will go away down the bush
where there is no one o nail him down and
make him stick to the truth, and he will
make all sorts of statements, but he can-
not eome to this House and make them
without being challenged.

Mr. Thormsen: On a point of order, the
Minister has said that T will go down Lo
the bush and make statements where he
cannot hear thew, and that I will not make
them here. 1 ask that the statement be
withdrawn. Tt is a reflection on me, and
infers that I do not stick to the truth.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Youdo
not know what the truth is.

Mr. Thomson: The Minister is charg-
ing me with cowardice. He states that I will
vo to the country and make the stafements
in the bush.

The CHAIRMAN: Will the member for
Katanninz resume his seat? T have heard
the statement of the Minister and the hon.
member’s objection. Although the Minister
zaid the hon. member might 2o to the bush
and make a statement there instead of here,
it is merely a matter of opinion. T do not
think he has said anything that I can ask
him to withdraw.

Mr. Thomson: Excuse me!

The CHAIRMAN: T ask you to resome
vour seat. 1 say there is nothing in which
vou ¢an persist.

He will repeat it next
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
disposes of the statement aboui the Esper-
ance line. I bave not the least doubt that
the hor. member will repeat what he has
said, despite the denials and the evidence
that a tribunal fixed the conditions. So far
from the union having imposed conditions
and the Government baving submitted to
a2 maximum of half a mile a day, no sueh
thing ever operated. To come here
and put vp sach a case, well no man
with any =sense of his responsibilities
or with any desire of stieking to the truth
would do it. Evidently the hon. iember
mude no inquiry to ascertain the kacts. In-
dependently of the Government he could
have gone to the Arbifvation Cowrt and
obtained from official -pureces information
of just what happened, but no, ne would
not do that. He comes here and makes a
statement in the hope that it will be blaz.
oned forth and not nailed down, leaving the
publie to believe that he has given the true
faets. The other might he referred to the
case of the Fremantle Harbour Mrust. T
wrote to the Harbour Trust Commissioners
on the following day and asked whetker the
hon. member’s statement was coirect. I
obtained a reply, but the hon, memher was
not present to hear me read it.

Mr. Thomson: You made a most ungen-
erous attack on me while T was abseni.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Was it
my fault that the hon. member was ahsent?
I gave the facts as I have given the faets
to-might. T asked the Harbour Trust Com-
missioners whether the statement was cor-
rect.

Mr. Thomson: And it was corect.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member was told at the fime that i
was nof truoe.

Mr. Thomson: I beg your pardon: T was
not,

The MINISTER FOR WORXS: The
memher for Albany interjected and tried to
correct the hon. member, but he wonld take
no notice of it.

Mr. Thomson:
notice of him.

The MINTISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member paid some attention to his seat
last vear.

Mr. Thomson:
that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
hon. mewher was worrted ahout it at the
last election.

I wonld take a lot of

T am not worrvied sbhout
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The CHAIRMAN: There is nothing in
these Kstimates about the last election,

The MINISTER FOR WORLS : The
lLion. member made bis statements when dis-
cussing  these Fstimates. He rvepeatedl)
makes sueh statements and, when they are
examined, they are found to he niterly de-
void of faet. He drew a compariscn be-
tween the Peak Hill railway, aboub whie}:
you, Mr. Chairman, know something, ami
the Government railways. Would you, Me.
Chairman, compare that railway with »
Qovernment line? Of course not. The
Commissioner of Railwavs has refused to
take over the Peak Hill line and work it
hecanse it is not up to Government stand-
ard. 'Phere was a time when light lines
were built in this counfry for as little as
£1,000 z mile. But nowadays the Commis-
sioner of Railways will not have them built.
Tt is apainst the policy of the department
to build lines of that low standard, Thu
wood lines on the goldfields wer: bhuilt at
an even lower eost.

Afr. Thomson: Was not that line huilt
5o that the Government could take it over
if they so desived?

The MINTSTER FOR WORWKS: That
railway is not up to Governmenl <tandard.
and the Commissioner of Railwevs wonld
not pass such a line.

Ar. Thomson: Tt cost £2.100 n mile.

The MINTSTER FOR WOREKS: T have
pointed out that at one time we could build
railwavs for €1,00¢ a mile.

The Minister for Railways: Rails cost
more than that now.

The MIKTETER
rails alome eost £1500 a mile now.
Peak Hill line is built with 45.1h,
wherens the Fianding line iz builf with 60-
1b. rails.

My, Thomson: Thai is only 25 per cent.
more.

The Minister for Railways:
heavier material vight tbhrough.

The MINISTER 1FOR WORRS: That
shows the hon. member's knowledge. That
is all he knows about it. Obviously he
knows nothing about it or he wonld not
make such statements,

Mr. Thomson: You are the only wise
man in the House.

The MINTSTER FOR WORES : The
hon. member gives voice to only the tittle
tattle that he hears ounfside.

Mr. Thomson: Then 1 am surpriged that
you take any notice of it.

FOR WORKS: Yes:
The

rails,

It means
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
surprised that anyone takes notice of thr
lion. member.

Mr. Thomson: You appear to he wiving
me a good deal of attention.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
trouble is that the statements he makes go
out to the public who, not knowing the hon.
member, may take them seriously. They
may say that as the Government did not
veply to the hon. member, the stalements
may he true. Consider the spectacie this
evening! The Leader of the (!pposition
nrered the Government not to buy any more
43-1b. vails. He stressed that we should
build heavier lines and use only 60-1b. rails
Now the member for Katanning eomplains
hecause we are bnilding lines up to that
standard.

Mr. Thomson: I am not eomplaining; T
drew a comparison between the cost of the
two.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : What
other deduction could be drawn from the
hon. member’s remarks than that we should
hild Jines ta the standard of the Horseshoe
railway?

The Minister for Railways: Which has no
stations or sidings, either.

Mr. Thomson: Tt has a telephone line.

The Minister for Railways: Only recently,
then.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Regard-
ing day labour on Tailway construetion, it
matters not which party has been in power,
for many years all Governments have
agreed that privaie enterprise could not com-
pete with the Works Department in the
building of railways. That goes back even
to the time when the late Hon. Frank Wilsen
was Minister for Works. Everyone knows
how prejudiced he was against day labhour
and what a friend he was to the contractor,
but even he would not undertake to build
railways by contract.

Mr. Ferguson: Does that apply to the
Piawaning extension?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, that
wans the last railwny built under contraet.
T do not think the contractor made anything
out of it, and yet it cost more than the de-
partment estimated for day labour. I regret
I did not know that this matter would he
mentioned to-night, or I would have brought
along a report prepared by the ex-Engineer
in Chief {Mr. James Thompson) for Mr.
Frank Wilson when he was Minister for
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Work=. It was not a Labour Government
that wus in office at that time, and the then
Engineer-in-Chief knew that his Minister
was pledged io eontraci and was antagonistic
to day labour. In his report Mr. Thompson
gave facts and challenged comparison with
private enterprise in any part of the con-
tinent. He wound up by saying that if the
Government attempted to build railways by
contract, the cost would be mueh greater
than by day labour. Whatever is the position
with regard to day labour in other Pullic
Works activities, so far as railway construc-
tion is concerned there is no compavison be-
tween the two systems.

Mr. Thomson: You do not atford an op-
portunily to fest that by the calhing of
tenders,

The MINISTER PFOR WORKS : The
opportnnity has existed for many vears, and
the success of day lahour as against contract
has been proved in numerous instances. If
only 1 had that report with me, I would
quote it. 1 have had it here before, and no
doubt quotations from it appear in the
records. There was no sympathy on the
part of either the Engineer-in-Chief or the
Premier of that day for the Labour Party,
but on that report Myr. Frank Wilson simply
had to continue the day labour system. In
view of the wide knowledge and great ex-
perience of the member for Katanning, who
has shown his appreciation of the difference
hetween the line built by your company, Mr.
Lambert, and Government lines——

Mr. Thomson: I know the priee, £2,100
per mile for 88 miles.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
bon. member knows nothing whatever about
it. What does his stafement mean?

Mr. Thomson: Oh, the difference is a mere
detail!

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I ecan
point to railways in this country and other
parts of Aunstralia which have cost twice
that amount, but that fact does not show the
one construetion to be more expensive than
the ather. If is neeessary to know the nature
of the work, what material is put into i,
what standard it is built io. The hon. mem-
ber does not know what sfations there are on
the Peak Hill line, or what ratls or what
sleepers have been put into it. He sees
merely the one plain, bald fact. It is as if
you, Mr, Chairman, went to Kalgoorlie by
train, and T walked there, and the hon. mem-
ber then eompared the cost of the two
journeys. The hon. member is quite
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irresponsible on that matter, just as he
is with reference to the half-mile per day
on the KEsperance line. He says that was
4 condition imposed on the department.
There is not the least word of truth in the
statement. But it does not matter how often
we deny these things and try to correct the
hon. member. One can be as open and fair
us possible with him, and supply him with
all the faets; it does not satisfy him. He
still gets up o repeas these wild and woolly
statements.  The building of railways by
day labour is net peeuliar to the present
(Government or any other labonr Govern-
ment. 1t has heen done here for many years
by Government of nll shades of political
opinion. Every Minister has been eonvinced
thnt day lahour is the most economical
method of rajlway construetion,

My, Sampson: Do vou nol think that with
competition one would get hetter results
from the Public Works Departinent?

The MINISTER FOR WORISS: No, If
tenders have to be called and plans and
specifications have to he prepared, the efiort
i1s to put up the cost, as in the casc of the
Main Hoads Board.

Ar. Thomson: Ave you construeting rail-
ways without having estimates?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
nne huilds by the day lahour system, one
saves 75 per cent. of the office work that
5 necessary under confract eonditions.

AMr. Thomson: As you saved on the Can-
ning-road.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T am
not standing to the department as regards
the Canninz-road. Tf the hon. member knew
what was on the file, even he, with all his
hitterness and prejudice, would not take
that point. No doubt some members on the
committes of inguiry can give him infor-
ation as to that. T am not standing to thnse
heavy eosts.

My, Thonon: With specifications that
wonld not have happenecd.

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS: Speei-
firntions have nothing to do with it. There
will be something said about that mattor
when we eome to the item of roads,

Hon. G. Tavlor: The first estimate was
ahout £€35,000,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Never!
T do not know where that orizinated. The
estimate subjeet to which authority for the
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roud was given, was £91,000. The first
estimate 1 saw was albout £80,000, That was
suid to be a potshot. I asked that details
chould be supplied before the matter was
submitted to Cabinet. An engineer was put
on to get all details, measurements and quan-
tities, and the price then put up to Cabinet
was £91,400.

Hon. G. Taylor: But the first estimate
was £30,000,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.

My, Thomson: 1t was £50,000.

The MINESTER FOR WORKS: No. It
was never either £30,000 or £50,000. What
appeared cn the Estimates was the expendi-
ture for the first year. The £50,000 was
vrovided for the first year’s expenditure,
and the total expenditnre was to extend over
two vears. Speaking from memeory, the first
astimate snbmitted to me was £30,000, or
in the vieinity of £80,000.

Hon. G. Taylor: T think the first vofe
passed was £30,000.

The MINISTER FOR WORXS: I am
sure that is wrong.

Hon. G. Taylor: I am speaking subject
te correction.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T am
positive that the estimate on which Cabinet
approved of the censtruetion of the road
was £91,000,

AMr. Thomson: My point is that with a
specification——

The MINISTELR FOR WORKS: The
eugineer in charge, instead of living up to
the specifieation after approval had been
wiven, widened the road by two feet and
substituted granite for gravel Lummns. He
did those things without veference to the
Minister. Tngniry that has sinee been made
shows that those alterations, the widening
hy two feet and the wubstitntion of granite
for yravel lumps, prastically aceount for the
Qifforence hebween the £91,000 and the
£120.000.

Mr. Thomson: With proper plans and
specifientions that eould not possibly have
oecurred without the Minister’s knowing if.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
richt, but it is not an argmment against
dar Iahour. Tf the encincer in eharge—
and one must have an engineer in charge
whether the system is  econtract or day
labour—took upon himself to make these
alterations. i= it not jusi as likely that
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he would have agreed to them if it had
been 2 eontract job ¥

Mr. Thomson: No.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
man who took that responsibility on his own
~houlders, who made those alterations with-
out consulting me, is in his right place when
he is no longer in the Public Works Depavt-
ment.

Mr. Thomson: How many of those things
mRy happen when you have no check?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
uo more check over a contractor unless there
is a deparimental engineer living on the job
to measure every shovelful that iz put in.
That is the experience of the department.

Mr. Thomsor: You know that is not cor-
rect.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 know
it is correct. It has heen reported to me
by the engineers.

Mr. Sampson: On big jobs it would pay
you.

The MINIRTER FOR WORKS: It bas
to be so on every job, and overhead charges
go on much the same whether the system is
day labour or contract. But office expenses
are pearly three times us much under cou-
traect as under day labour.

Mr. Thomson: My point is——

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I know
it has heen stated in another place that the
original estimate of £30,000 for the Can-
ning-rond went up to £120,000, but that is
absolutely and compleiely wrong. Cabinet
authovised the construction of the road at
£91,000.  The Premier has explained the
matier in tihis Chamber, it has been es-
plained outside this Chamber, and it has
been explained in ‘the Press; and vet the
statement is veitevated und the figures are
re-quoted.

Hon. . Taylor: | was referring to what
we voted.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tha:
might ba something voted just for the tfims
being, The original idea was that the ex-
penditure should be spread over two year-.

Hon. &. Tayvlor: Aeeording to tha la-
Loan Estimates, we voted £15,000,

The CHATRMAN: Order!

The MINTSTER ¥OR WORKS: T can-
not state from memory how the items were
passed, but T am positive about the figures
because I have looked them up in the file.
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There is no wistake abonut what Cabinct
approved of: authorisntion was given for
the construetion at £91,000. If there is any
doubi about my statemenl regardiug the
Usperance line, the records of the Arbitra-
tion Court can be consulted. As to compazr-
ing the Peak Hill line with Governmeunt
lines, it is like comparing some of the roads
built by road boards with the roads built
by the Main Roads Board, There is no
comparison. The latter roads are frequently
wider and have curves and culverts and
efficient drainage, matters the local authori-
ties do not supply at all. It was pleasing
fo hear the Leader of the Opposition say
{bat the roads constructed in the couniry
ure good jobs. They are costing money,
but roads to earry modern traffic must be
well constructed. Those roads set a stand-
ard to the local autborities, who will even-
tually build roads of the type of thos: con-
sirueied by the Main Roads Board. To
compare the cost of one type of road with
the cost of the other type is just as ridie-
ulous as to compare the Peak Hill railway
with the Government railways, If the Gov.
ernment were to get down to the standar:
of the Peak Hill line, they would also gei
down to the Peak Hill figure for eonstrus.
tion, But the Leader of the Opposition
urges the Governmeni not to go in for any
more 45-1b, rails. He urges them to build
up to the highest standard, knowing that
it is economically sound because of the sav-
ing to the working railways. Certainly the
cheaper standard means regrading and re-
laying socner or later, I admil that in the
early stages I was much inclined to favour
the building of light lines in new country,
as the cheaper cost of construetion would
wean the building of a great many more
miles of raitway, and the furnishing of
more districts with transport facilities,

Hon. G. Taylor: What is the differenee
in cost between 45-lb. and 60-lb. rails?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The dif-
ference between £3,700 and £4,300 per mile;
about £600 per mile. That is not the only
difference in this railway. The ballasting,
the stations, the enuipment all along the
line, and countless other things have to be
taken into consideration.

Mr. Clydesdale: One is a light tram line
as eompared with a railway.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: The
two railways cannot be compared. I am
sorry 1 have not here the report of the ex-

(71

2137

Engineer-in-Chief, who had so much railway
experience, and was so set in bis convie-
tions that po eoniructor could compete with
bim. Ho issued a challenge to the late Mr.
Frank Wilson to the effect that no contrae-
tor could compete in railway construction
with his department. The Commonwealth
Engineer is in the same position in the North
ern Territory. He has saved thousands of
pounds in railway construction there. Costa
are higher now than they were before. In-
stead of a line costing £1,000 a mile, the
rails themselves are now costing more than
that amount. We bave had to pay more for
the last lot of rails than we had for the pre-
vious lot. Labour, timber and everything
have gone up in cosi. Every item of rail-
way construction has increased in price. 1o
cowpare costs with what they were a few
years ago proves nothing. It does not estab-
lish whether the costs now are more econom-
ical than they were before. I do not expect
anything I may say to convince the roember
for Katanning, I um not deceived into that
belicf. I know that would be impossible.

Mr. Thomson: Yes.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
only consolation I have is that when the hon.
member moves his motion it must be put
without debate,

The CHAIRMAN: I understand the
member for Katanving has intimated bis
intention to move for a reduction in this
vote.

Mr.
ment—

THOMSON: I move an amend-

That as a dircetion to the Government that
tenders should be called for all public works,
in order to secure an effective cheek on the
Estimates submitted by departmental gfficers,
the Loan Estimates be reduced by £5,000,

The CHAIRMAN: Tke honr. member
cannot prefazce his motion with remarks of
that nature.  He can only move that the
vote be redueed.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 have indicated my
reasons. It is the desire of our party to see
that tenders shall he ealled for public
works. I therefore move—

That the vote be reduced hy £5,000.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 11
Noes 17
Majority against 6
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AYES,

Mr. Angelo Mr. Mann

Mr. Brown Mr. Sampsen

Mr, Dary Mr. Taylor

Mr. {roney Mr, Thaouisoa

Mr. Ferguson Mr. Nortu

Mr. Grifliths (Teller.)
NoEs.

Mr. Chesson Mr. McCallom

Mr. Clydesdale Mr, Millington

Mr. Corboy Mr. Munsie

Mr. Coverley Mr, Panton

Mr. Cowan Mr. A, Wansbrough

Mr. Kenpedy Mr. Willcock

Mr. Lamond Mr., Withers

Mr. Lutey Mr. Wileon

Mr. Marshall (Teller.)
Pams,

AYES, Noes.

Mr. J. M. Smith Miss Holman

Mr. Maley Mr, W. D, Johnson

Mr, Latham Mr. Cunningham

Sir James Mitchell Mr. Sleeman

Mr. J. H. Smith Mr, Colljer

Mr. Richardeon Mr. Rowe

Amendment thus negatived.

Yoie put and passed.
[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.)

Vote—Railways «nd  Tramways, ele.,

£1,034,300—agreed to.

Vote—Harbonrs and Rivers, £233715:
Item, Fremantle Harbour Works, £70,000:

Mr. THOMSON: I should like an ex-
planation of the reason why in 1927
of the expenditure of £218,422 the sum of
£96,000 was not charged to revenue, and also
why so much was charged to loan apd
nothing whatever to revenue,

Progress reported.

BILL—TOWN PLARNING AND
DEVELOPMENT.

In Committee.
Mr. Angelo in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in eharge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 to 3—agreed to.
Clause 4—Town Planning Board:

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I move an amend-
men{—

That in line 4 of Subelause 2 the word ‘‘en-
gineer’* he struck out, and ‘'surveyor’’ in-
serted in Jieu.

{ASSEMBLY.]

It has been pointed out to me that a sur
veyor would be more valuable than an en
gincer. 1L the seleet eommittee had in ming
the Engineer-in-Chief and the word “sur
veyor” were inserted, the Surveyor-General
would take the place of the Engineer-in-
Chief. 1 was asked to move this amend-
ment,

Mr, CLYDESDALE: The select commit-
tee had in mind the Engineer-in-Chief, 1
do not know thai anything would be gained
by passing the amendment. This is not a
job for laymen, but for experts. Personally
I think an engineer would be preferable to
a surveyor, because the engineer has survey-
ing knowledge and experience. The man we
had in mind was the Engineer-in-Chief.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: My informant sug-
gested that as the Surveyor-General was
handling all the lands of the State he would
be more valuable on the commission than
would the Engineer-in-Chief. The member
for Canning has had all the evidence before
him, and I have no desire to do anything to
interfere with the Bill beyond complying
with the request made to me,

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. MARSHALL: I suggest to the mem-
ber for Mt. Margaret that if he added after
the word “engineer” the words “or sur-
veyor,” it would then be optional to appoint
one or the other. The words could be added
without affecting the intentions of the Bill
They would merely widen the scope of the
clanse, and such an amendment would fulfil
the desire of the member for Mi. Margaret.

"Hon. &, TAYLOR : I move an amend-
ment—
‘Chat after ‘‘engineer,’’ in linc 4, the words
“for surveyor’! be inserted.
Amendment put and passed;
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 5 to 18—agreed to.

Clause 19—Pianning of town and sub-
urban lands:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We have
here a couple of misprints that have occurred
in the redrafting of the Bill. I move san
amepdment—

That in Jine 3 of Subelause 2 the figure *“47?
he struck out, and ‘*6'” ingerted in lien.

the clause,

Amendment put and passed.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move
an amendment—

That in line 6 of Subelause 2 the word
‘‘five’’ be struck out. apd ‘‘seven’’ inserted
in licu,

Amendment put and passed; the clause,

as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 20 to 28-—agreed to.

Clanse 20—Amendment of Municipal
Corporations Act and Road Distriels Aet:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Hera
we have another misprint. We gel the year
1927 instead of the yesr 1928. I move an
amendment—

That in line 6 1927’ be struck out, and
41928’ inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed;
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 30 to 33—agreed to.
First Schedule:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: [ move
an amendment—

the clause,

That in Clavse 7, para. (e}, line 2, the word
‘“pine’? he struck out and “clcven" inserted
in lien,

Amendment put and passed; the Selredule,
as amended, agreed to.

Second Schedule, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments

House adjourned ot 10.13 p.m.

Acgislative Council,
Tuesday, 4th December, 1928,
Pani
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p.o., and read prayers.
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QUESTION—PILOTAGE ACCIDENTS,
FREMANTLE.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON asked the Honor-
ary Minister: 1, Will he furnish the name
of the pilot or pilots in charge of the ves-
sels referred to by him in his second reading
speech on the introduction of the Harbours
and Jetties Billf 2, Was an inquiry made by
any competent or other authority regarding
the various aceidents referred to, and, if so,
by whom and what was the result of each
inguiry so held? 3, Will he also furnish a
list of vessels which were in charge of pilots
and which suffered or caused damage within
the limits of Fremantle harbour during the
last five years, and specify brief details of
nature and extent of damage and names of
pilot or pilots in charge of each vessel? 4,
By whom, and on whose recommendation,
were the respective pilots appointed?

The CHIEF SECRETARY (for the Hon-
orary Minister) replied: The information
sought by the hun. member buas been pre-
pured in the form of a return, which 1 now
lay on the Table of the House.

MAIN ROADS BOARD ADMINISTRA-
TION—SELECT COMMITTEE,

Extension of Time.

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, the time
for bringing wp the select committee’s rTes
port was extended to the 18th December.

BILL—QUARRY RAILWAY
EXTENSION.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—ELECTORAL DISTHICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed irom the 29th November.

The CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J, M.
Drew—Central—in reply) [4.35]: Mr. Har-
rig, in the course of his criticism, read ex-
tracts from what purported to be a speech
delivered by the Premier (Hon. P. Collier)
at Boulder in 1924, The object of the hon.
member in presenting the quotation was to
prove that the Premier in placinz this Bill
before Parliament, had been inennziztent
with his former professions. He credited



